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Book 1-  Ida Keyes Story

A.  Ida and Her Heritage

Keyes Family Crest

Keyes Family

Resembled her father – English background Ida belonged to the sun, the
wind and the prairie of pioneer stock 

Nine generations of her people had settled in territories, which are now
Illinois, Missouri, Iowa and Kansas. 

Between Robert and Solomon Keyes in 1630 on the Massachusetts coast and
Captain Joel Keyes, Ida’s Pa, had passed nine generations of true patriots,
and among these rugged venturous Americans had been Pa’s parents. 

Half a century before the Civil War found them well established on the
Illinois prairie, where Joel Parks Keyes had grown to manhood and
answered President Lincoln’s call for volunteers.  He had joined the 46th
Illinois Infantry of the Union Army. 

The second year of the War the Homestead Act was passed opening millions of acres of fertile land for
settlers. 

This act provide any person over 21 who should
occupy the land for 5 years, made specified
improvements, could own up to 160 acres. 

This did not seem fair to the soldiers because by
the time they returned from service all the choice
land would be gone. 

In the early months of 1863, 1,000 Union soldiers
were deserting each week. 

Each volunteer got $13 per month, to encourage
enlistment a bonus of $100 was offered.  Later, 3
times this bonus was offered. 

In some states the Federal State and county
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Joel Parks Keyes

Susan Josephine Keyes

bonuses would equal $1,000. 

There were some called “bounty jumpers” who would enlist get the
bonus, desert, reenlist under another name and collect again. 

Many of these homesteaded desirable land in the west and when the
war was over sold it at a good profit while others fought the war. 

After the War there were 1,000,000 jobless over 700,000 dead and
many sick and maimed.  Joel Keyes was among the Cisco and
wounded. 

Joel had 9 separate wounds and was in pain daily but was
determined to seek land in the west.  He served the whole 4 years of
the war. 

Joel’s unit was in the south when the discharges were issued.  He
was also detained in the hospital. 

His condition included scurvy, malaria and intestinal flux. 

He and another Yankee soldier decided to form a partnership and oversee a cotton plantation. 

This is where he met Mary. 

The Kansas prairie was beautiful, a sea of grass, criss-crossed with
streams. 

After freighting for 7 years he brought Mary, his wife and
daughters to the prairie hoping to till the soil.  Often his wounds
were so painful he had to hire the heavy work to be done. 

Ida, being the oldest said, “She was his right hand man but should
have been a boy to help her Pa more.” 

But she told him she would help him find the spot he wanted to
settle on even if they had to go clean to Santa Fe. 

Joel had hauled freight over the prairie from Iowa through
Missouri, and Kansas, moving his family, as he felt best – always
south and west. 

Book 1-  Ida Keyes Story
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Isaac Holmes Keyes

He used to tell Ida and Mary “when taps sounds for me,
let it be somewhere out on the prairie.” 

Mary had babies almost every 2 years, all girls.  Ida,
Alta, Nora, Fanny and Jessie – but then Benjamin, a
son, also Koran.  Mary and Joel were strict
disciplinarians and all obeyed. 

Joel decided to go into Wichita to find a boy he could
hire to help with the plowing. 

Joel usually took 2 of the girls with him when he took
butter and eggs to exchange for sugar, flour, and maybe
sweet crackers or stick of candy but this time he
decided to go alone. 

Crocks of butter and eggs were kept in a cool cave
between his trips. 

The lively lot of 5 girls lined up to kiss Pa goodbye.
Ma Mary said they were a lively lot, she said they each
had a bit of Irish wit, and “were as inquisitive as a

raccoon and as stubborn as Missouri Mules.” 

This house was a rough unpainted 2 stories half was set into the side of a hill for protection against the
raging unrestrained winds. The cellar was constructed in the hill and the front bedroom had only an
upper corner and east side out.  In front was both kitchen and sitting room.  There was a large 4-hole
cook stove. 

In the sitting room was a coal stove, there were rockers for both adults and long wooden benches
covered with calico cushions for the children.  The beds had ticks filled with duck feathers. 

In the past years, the hired help had slept in an extra building called the molasses house. 

Great uncle Asa Keyes asked Joel and his brother Homie to write a paper about their lives because Asa
was writing a family book. 

Cholera took Joel’s parents just 3 days apart, relatives took Holmes, 6 years Ellen was less than 2 but
dies in 14 days after the Ma and Pa died.  Joel was 15 he had stayed at home with Holmes when all the
rest of the family went to get wood in Peru, Ill. where they got cholera. 

In the history, Asa had written how 2 brothers from Kent, England had settled in Massachusetts; they
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were the ancestors of all with the Keyes name in America. 

They were Solomon and Joseph Keyes (sons of Robert) they took up land in Chelmsford, Massachusetts
and the old homestead still stands in the town of Westford.  (This was set aside from Chelmsford and
incorporated) a coat of arms is on the wall.  Robert Keyes, father of Solomon and Joseph settled in
Watertown, Massachusetts previous in 1630 as indicated by the birth of his first daughter May 26, 1633. 

The nine generations of Keyes family have migrated to all parts of the U.S.  All have been adventurous,
in their chosen fields of endeavor. 

Keyes descendants have fought in every national struggle and there have been in their ranks army
chaplains, Lieutenants, Captains, Colonels, Brigadier Generals and full generals.  Several have been
brevetted for gallant and meritorious conduct. 

In civilian life Keyes have been founders of cities, churches, colleges, reverends, physicians, and
surgeons, merchants, civilian and mining engineers.  Also lawyers, judges, senators and farmers. 

Asa Keyes, the editor of this book, graduated from Dartmouth in 1810 and taught at the Academy of
Chesterfield for 2 years.  In 1814, he practiced law then went to the legislature then the senate and was a
judge for 15 years.  He decided to get information for this book about the Keyes family by writing to all
family members he could reach.  (This book is in the Salt Lake City Mormon Library.) 

February 1838 Joel Parks Keyes was born in Princeton, Illinois, the first child of Lucius Morgan Keyes.
Two years later his sister Josephine was born.  Six years later his brother Isaac Holmes Keyes was born.
Lucious Keyes belonged to several civic organizations such as the Princeton Peace Society.  He was a
blacksmith.  Joel’s mother read her children the Bible and stories of Indians, rattlesnakes, and wild
animals. 

She told them the story of how one night when she and the children were alone, how a squaw with a
papoose on her back walked in the door and said “Bread”.  The squaw took a knife and pointed it at me
(Joel) in my cradle.   

Ma had no gun as father had taken it with him.  So she picked up the steaming teakettle toward the
papoose.  The squaw slid the knife into her belt and walked out the door. 

When Joel was 10, mother persuaded father to give up blacksmithing and take up land out on the prairie,
8 miles from Princeton and 2 miles from the little settlement of Dover.  The prairie home was a
one-room log cabin and a lean-to shed.  We had a stable for the horses and the cows.  Father and mother
took us to the Baptist church on Sundays and read the Bible to us in the afternoon. 

The second spring there was a prairie fire, but father had built a wide fireguard of plowed land around
the house and stable.  We gathered the prairie chicken’s eggs from where the fire had charred the ground
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but the eggs were good. 

Father pointed out the charred remains of rattlesnakes, which were plentiful on the prairie. 

After a time father and mother went to Peru to buy lumber to make a new frame house.  The town was
on the Illinois River.  Ellen stayed with Josephine and I was 14 and stayed and did father’s work and
watched over Holmes.  Mother and father were exposed to what was called Asiatic cholera.  They died 3
days apart.  They were buried in Dover with Ellen Marie who also died.  This was an epidemic in 1853
and thought to come to America from India.  Uncle Hinsdale came and took us children away.  One
family took Josephine, another took Holmes and Joel went to live with an uncle.   

My cousin Willie did many wrong things and told my uncle I did it and I would be thrashed so I left.
After 3 years of working hard and saving I went to engineering school.  My teacher saw how eager I was
to learn he helped me to find jobs to pay room and board. 

After Joel finished he got a job as a pilot on a riverboat that ran on the Illinois and the Mississippi rivers.
He enjoyed the excitement in fair and stormy weather and talking to the passengers. 

Five years passed and he saved a portion of his wages each month in hope to buy some land out west. 

In 1861 he heard of the Fall of Fort Sumter and President Lincoln’s call for 75,000 militiamen. 

Everything seemed to be in confusion, there were fights and arguments among the passengers until there
had to be extra help on board to maintain peace. 

Plying their way from Union states through Confederate states became more difficult. 

When in Illinois, most passengers were Union but when on the Mississippi both banks were confederate
secessionist that took over. 

When they docked in St. Louis they found the war was being waged in Missouri because the Governor
was on the side of the South.  He organized bands of me at Camp Jackson. 

Border States of Missouri, Kentucky and Maryland were officially in the Union but hundreds of
thousands of their men enlisted in the Confederate army. 

Joel’s comment “battles along the east coast were proving that the war would not close with one or two
skirmishes as the North had concluded, for news had reached us that McDowell’s grand army had been
defeated at Bull Run by Beauregard and Johnston.”  As the situation became more desperate Gen. Grant
was given permission to do something about strong holds into the west and called for volunteers.  Joel’s
people had migrated from Massachusetts, into New York, thence to Illinois and he felt called to join the
Union. 

Book 1-  Ida Keyes Story
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B.  Captain Joel Parks Keys and the Civil War

Capt. Joel Parks Keyes

November 11, 1861, I enlisted in the 46th Illinois Infantry, at Ft. Dixon.  I was appointed a corporal in
Company D and we drilled two weeks and were sent to Camp Butler, Illinois.  Here we were drilled
more severely and were taught to shoot low.  I had taken my Henry Rifle, the only repeater in our
company and was permitted to keep it if I would supply my own ammunition.  Soon we were off for
Fort Donaldson and there I was appointed Color Guard.  General grant had ordered the taking of the
Mississippi and Illinois waterways as this would split the western confederate states and stop supplies.
Ft. Donaldson was well fortified and as we formed our lines for battle the place became Red Hot.  Shot
and shell fell like mustard seed through a sieve.  Our Colonel, John A. Davis, as brave an officer as ever,
led a Regiment into action, had just taped up our lines giving a cheering word, and on up to the next
command, when a first Louie who could not stand and fire, gave orders to retreat.  The order popped
both ways and back we went colors and all, but on second thought I knew Colonel Davis had not
ordered it so I jumped up on a big log, colors by my side and shouted with all my strength.  This rallied
the regiment in line inside a few minutes and saved disgrace.  Colonel Davis promised a commission but
did not live to fulfill his promise.  Here we captured 14,000 troops and large quantities of supplies. 

Fort Henry is built on the Tennessee River only twenty miles
from Fort Donaldson on the Cumberland.  Here two forts with
Pittsburg Landing secured upper western waterways of the
Confederacy, and our orders were to take the waterways.
Therefore after a gallant decisive struggle on Fort Henry with
only the time for the rest that seemed necessary we set up a
Union strong hold, we were ordered on to Pittsburg Landing. 

Our army ascended the Tennessee to Pittsburg Landing and
disembarked with the thought of waiting until reinforcement
from Nashville, moving across country, could arrive.  Our
divisions made camp around the landing with only the thought
of comfort.  As no fighting was expected for a few days, no
entrenchments were made.  However, early the next morning
the confederate army made a surprise attack near Shiloh
church. Our divisions hurriedly prepared to defend
themselves.  The Confederate troops were hard to manage in
the woods, their numbers being so great, for their 40,000 men
had advanced on the outnumbered Union troops thinking they
could defeat the Union forces before reinforcements arrived.
It was estimated that ten regiments in solid mass were moving
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Fort Donaldson

Shilo or Pittsburg Landing

against our lone 46th.  They were coming down a
slope and never halted until within fifty yards of us,
then a more galling fire was never witnessed.  They
were in such numbers that they were forced to fire
over each other’s heads.  We were hard pressed.  I h
ad my left side pressed against an eight inch oak tree,
my arms around the tree and my sixteen shot Henry
rifle in hand.  We were drilled to shoot low and so
held the enemy for sometime but their heavy fire was
forcing our regiment back. At the same instant a
Sergeant and 12 men were ordered at a charge
bayonet, to take our colors.  The oak tree prevented
this and my trusty Henry rifle stopped the Sergeant.
A second man took his place, and met the same fate,
but they came on with bayonets fixed.  One by one
the Henry Rifle brought them down until the last man
was within five feet of its muzzle.  He made a

desperate bayonet thrust at me but fell dead at my feet.  The repeating rifle had saved the colors, but my
comrades had retreated fifty yards and formed another line of defense.  The colors were between two
terrible fires.  I threw up my right hand as a signal for them to raise their guns, which were already at an
aim, and then I raced, colors flying, to my place.  Mid morning a Wisconsin regiment came to our aid

Book 1-  Ida Keyes Story



kmessamore.com 12

and I took time to tear a piece from my silk handkerchief and wrap around the first finger of my right
hand that had been torn badly by a rifle ball.  We had had no breakfast and noon passed and the fighting
continued.  All day passed in savage combat but by five thirty the Union forces had formed a connected
line of defense with as much infantry as could be rallied. 

Night was upon us and we were so sorely tired that we only ate cold morsels from our knapsacks.  Our
backs were to the landing, but we were in a strong position and getting aid from the gunboats.
Beauregard, the Confederate General, suspended the attack at sunset.  Reinforcements reached us and at
5 AM the next morning we took the offensive.   All day long the deadly sounds of battle filled our ears.
Comrades fell to the right and to the left of the colors.  As afternoon wore on we fought desperately to
defeat a strong rear guard that was stationed about Shiloh Church.  Six hours they had repulsed our
attacks until Beauregauard could extricate his sorely tired troops and retire fighting.  All we achieved
was the reoccupation of abandoned camps.  It was not a victory, for each side had been weakened by the
loss of 10,000 men.  The dead and dying were of such numbers that our army could not advance for
three weeks.  I had received four wounds; my right hand being so badly shot up that I was ordered to the
field hospital where the surgeon prepared to amputate my hand.  I refused to permit this and he said I
would loose my arm.  I was given a few days furlough and constantly sat by a small stream fed by a
spring pouring clear cold water over my hand.  I remembered Psalms 139:14 “or I am fearfully and
wonderful made; marvelous are Thy works"—and the marvel and wonder of it all was that in a very
short while I was back at my command with a useful hand. 

Shortly we went to Memphis, Tennessee and took over Fort Pickering from there to Hatcher where I
received my fifth wound.  The ball entered my arm above the wrist passing upward and out on the front
side.  This was a clean wound and did not stop our march to Holly Springs, Mississippi.  We did a great
deal of marching and fighting and my left hand was wounded.  They were always shooting at my flag
hand.  We marched back to Memphis where we learned the Colonel had sent out a call for men to officer
a colored regiment.  I thought this a good undertaking while my left hand healed, so made application,
which was approved at Regiment and Brigade headquarters.  I reporter to Colonel I. G Kappner at Fort
Pickering and received orders to recruit as many colored men as possible.  With the help of my recruits
we evaded capture and after working La Grange, Boliver, Alamo, Humble and Jackson, returned with
nearly 400 men, baggage, wives and babies.  The wives and babies were place in contraband.  At once
we set to work organizing and drilling our men and in a few weeks we received our orders. 

Our regiment was composed of three battalions of four companies each, and one hundred fifty men to
the company.  We drilled in the manual of arms as infantry then heavy artillery.  During combat I
received my ninth and last wound as a rifle ball passed through my head, from left to right, splitting my
tongue open and tearing away my jaw teeth.  Concussion had torn my kidneys loose and exposed to wet
and cold had brought on chills and fever and I was kept in the field hospital.  I experienced chronic
diarrhea and bloody flux, then argue and finally I was moved to another hospital with other critical
cases.  Cold settled in my eyes, which were closed for two weeks and almost totally blind for six weeks.
At this time scurvy seemed to take over, and the remainder of my teeth had to be drawn.  The war was
over and I seemed utterly used up.  But again recalling Psalms 139:14 I watched the marvel and wonders
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of healing once more.  When I was well enough to leave the hospital I joined the son of a former
plantation owner.  

Cotton was still king and with two seasons we netted a small fortune.  I desired to take my share and go
west to find my land on the prairie, but being in love with a Rebel nurse, my partner refused to leave and
persuaded me to stay one more season.  He got his nurse but we lost that entire crop to the army worms
and I left with only enough to purchase a portion of my dream.  In Louisiana I procured a job on a
Mississippi steamboat, which ran up the mighty river into the Illinois and to Peru where my mother and
father had contracted cholera. 

After visiting their graves I went to see my sister Josephine who had her own home and two little boys.
What a wonderful time we had talking of childhood days and our dear parents.  After locating my
brother Holmes, he and I started west, and after three weeks searching settled on a small farm in Iowa
where Holmes did most of the farming.  As my loosened kidneys prevented me from heavy labor, I
decided to run a freight line down into Missouri and Kansas, where I hoped to find the land of my
dreams. 

C.  Ma Mary

Benjamin Fairley, Mary Keyes’ father enlisted right off also.  This family had lived in a log cabin two
and one half miles east of Princeton, Missouri.  Mary was 10, Rosetta and Liza were younger.  Benjamin
said men wore homespun and sometimes no one could tell which was the enemy and shot their own
men.  Mary had 3 sisters; the baby brother had died soon after he was born.  There was much fighting in
Missouri. 

Mary is 13 when her mother dies.  She is left to care for the younger sisters.  The next year, the War
ended and her father came home.  He had personally asked Grant to leave and Grant said he was more
needed at home than with the Army.  He married Jane who was 20 and the girls did not want a new
mother.  They moved into a 2-story house in Princeton.  One day when Mary was walking a freight
wagon went by and one of the men really stared at Mary.  Mary was supposed to marry a neighbor boy.
Three days later she got this letter:  Miss Mary Fairley, Dirby, Iowa, Nov. 1st 1870. 

Last Wednesday I saw you walking along  the roadside, with another lady and two other children.  She
was leading a small boy and you was pushing a baby buggy, the time was four PM. 

I, with a friend was driving a freight wagon and after passing you enquired your name and address of
some school children. 

I am Joel Parks Keyes and will, with your permission, be happy to make your acquaintance on my next
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trip through Princeton.  Respectfully yours, Captain Joel Keyes. 

The next chapter skips way ahead to after he and Mary are married and have 5 girls, Ida being the oldest.
His wounds make it very hard for him to work hard on the farm. 

D.  The Convalesent

Joel is taking his butter, eggs and molasses to a store.  He is introduced to a Mr. Dickenson , (Really
Oscar Dickenson), who runs an eating place.   Joel mentions he needs to hire a young man to help him.
Oscar tells Joel he knows of a young man but he has had pneumonia and may need a week’s rest and
some of Joel’s butter and eggs to get well.  He also had typhoid last winter and hasn’t been able to gain
back his strength.  Mr. Dickenson is described as a stout friendly man.  The young man he talks about is
his son Edward Lee.  Douglas Street where the store is, is a rather rough area in those days. 

Joel is directed to Oscar’s home where he is met at the door by someone he describes as a gracious
Southern lady.  This is Mattie Dickenson, Edward Lee’s mother. 

Ed is introduced, he is 17.  Ed asks his mother’s permission and Joel agrees to bring him every 2 weeks
to see his mother.  Mattie felt that being in the country, Ed could get well fast.  Only a few short weeks
before the doctor had said he could do no more for the boy and that he was in God’s hands.  Mattie
prayed for God to help.  She had 7 sons at that time and loved them all but this one always tried to
comfort her.  The store keeper said the Dickensons had previously lived in Virginia. 

Oscar said goodbye to Ed and when Ed and Captain Joel left, Oscar began to think of the South and how
it was before the War.  He had been born in a spurious stone dwelling in which the first court in Russell
County, Virginia,  had been held.  Acres of blue grass stretching in every direction; a colonial grant
approved by King George to his grandfather Colonel Robert Dickenson.  He saw servants, laughing
singing hurrying to do their young master’s bidding.  He loved them all and a wave of remorse crossed
his face.  His father had bought many servants but had sold none.  After the war when his elder brother
had allotted to each acreage and cabin and had announced their freedom, there had been weeping and
none cared to leave, so he paid them wages. 

Oscar Fitzallen Dunreath Dickenson sat peeling potatoes for his eating place wishing his acres and cash
had been accompanied with wisdom and he could have a second chance. 

In his youth he had done no labor except ride his thoroughbred horses and play expensive musical
instruments.  This was before there was ever a war and he lived as a young country gentleman. 
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He had lately hired others to work for him but comfort and indolence had dwarfed his judgment.  He
also drank often and gambled away his money.  He liked to run with a gay, young crowd. 

Some cowboys came into the restaurant asking for hard liquor.  Oscar claimed he did not have any but
told them where to get some. 

Ed and Joel talked on the way home.  Ed told Joel how his mother was born in Tennessee but her family
moved to Virginia during the war. 

Ed said his mother’s two older brothers and husband Jim Riggs were volunteers.  Her husband was
killed early and never saw his little son, Little Jim. 

My mother is a college graduate and taught school, and all mother’s people were well educated, “I too
love learning, I had the equal of 2 years college before we started moving so often. 

Joel too shared with Ed his childhood.  He told Ed how his brother Holmes was in Washington State
now.  His sister and her family live in Illinois, near the old homestead.”  But, said Joel, “I love the
prairie and the pioneer life and the search for land to my liking.  That’s why I keep moving toward Santa
Fe.” 

E.  Little Sister

Captain Joel introduced Ed to each of the girls and to Ma Mary.  The girls said to each other “He looks
ill but Ma Mary will make him well.” 

Joel told Mary how Ed’s family had come west on an immigration train.  Mary mentioned was Ed
named after the famous rebel general and he said yes, but my great, great grandfather fought in the
French and Indian wars.  My great grandfather Robert Dickenson was an early settler in the Cumberland
Mountains of Virginia and Capt. Henry my uncle, was a Union soldier in the Civil War.  “What did your
father do in the war?” Fanny asked.  He was only 14 when the war started and Uncle Henry told him to
stay at home and help take care of grandma for she was a widow lady.  Grandfather had died when
father was 2 years old.  Sadly I never got to meet Uncle Henry because he died in 1867 and I was born
in 1870.  Joel mentioned how he was in Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and Mississippi, but did not get
to see Virginia.  He had heard it was a beautiful state.  He said Ed, the Cumberland where we lived was
beautiful and the war never touched there. 

My mother was born in Tennessee and we spent 2 years there before we came west. 

Book 1-  Ida Keyes Story



kmessamore.com 16

Mary Fairley Keyes

Fanny said “Why did you leave the Cumberland?”  My father
was never happy after Uncle Henry died.  My father always
depended on his brother for advice in all business matters and
after Uncle Henry’s death the estate was divided and father’s
older sister, my aunt Mollie took the old home and all the
choice land.  Mother and Aunt Gizzie said the settlement was
very unfair.  Uncle Jim said father had his faults but
quarreling was not on the list, so father became unsettled and
made a trip out here, when I was 5 after that mother knew he
would leave Virginia and never return. 

Mother and I now love the west but at first we were both
homesick.  My brothers thought traveling a great adventure
and never once spoke of going back. 

At this time Ed had 6 brothers and one half brother.  Ed was
allowed to sleep in the house and call Ma Mary Ma like the
girls did.  Previous workers had all slept in the molasses
house so Ed was more a member of the family and pleased
both Ma Mary and Joel.  Ed often prayed for strength so he
would be a good worker for Joel and Mary Keyes. 

Joel saw to it Ed had 2 eggs, a fair slice of ham, 4 biscuits and some peach butter for a hearty breakfast
to hasten Ed’s road back to health.  Ed remembers as a small lad his job was to stir the apple butter in a
huge copper kettle hanging from a crane at his home at Forks of the Road, Virginia. 

F.  Springtime

Three weeks had passed and Ed went with Joel to see his mother again14 pounds heavier and bring her
fresh eggs and butter from the farm.  He told her on his next visit he would bring her his pay $15.00.
She was overjoyed to see him so well. 

As Ed watched the plowshare he remembered Black Charlie, his boyhood friend in Virginia.  They had
wandered along the banks of Coper Creek following birds.  He often sang as he plowed.  He also
remembered Aunt Gizzie, Black Charlie’s mother and how she and Ed’s mother would sing as they
worked together in the kitchen or at the spinning wheel in Virginia. 
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Ed felt homesick at times for Virginia and the Sculpture Springs church where Uncle Billy Gibson
would preach or the school where Mr. George had drilled them in the 3 Rs.  He could remember the
darkies singing religious songs as they worked.  The peace and plenty of his childhood had gradually
faded as father Oscar had sold tract after tract of his land. 

Suddenly his day dreaming ended as shouts told him to unhook the horses and hurry them to the barn.
Joel told him it was a dust storm hurry to the house.  He had seen a hurricane in Virginia but this was
different.  Soon leaves and pebbles struck his face; his eyes were blinded by grit.  His face was pocked
and bleeding.  A strong hand pulled him into the house.  Fanny, Nora and Alta tried to clean his face and
eyes.  Ida began to help too.  She asked for a lock of his hair and he agreed.  Over the months Mother
Mary could see how much Ed helped Joel and she was glad.  Little Fanny would tell Ed he was her
sweetheart and make him laugh. 

At night around the stove they would get Joel to tell them of the wild cow towns he had been in like
Dodge City and it’s Boot Hill graveyard.  He told them of how the long horn cattle drives brought
money, gamblers and whiskey to those towns. 

He told how some gamblers carried derringers.  Wild cowboys with six shooters, Buffalo hunter and bad
women filled those towns. 

Ed remarked around ’72 my father made a trip out here; he bought several thousands of dollars to buy
Texas black land, but one of those slick gamblers must have gotten it.  Father said they were shipping
buffalo hides by trainload from Wichita then.  

Ed would read books to the girls at night like Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea and the House
of Seven Gables. 

The girls went to a prairie school house with 45 others.  Ida liked school but little Fanny would try to
pretend she had a stomach ache to stay home. 

G.  The Harvester

One of the older children would finish the 8th grade and go to Normal School and then return to teach
until they married. 

Ida and Dell her friend often helped Miss Minnie straighten up the school room.  Young ladies were
supposed to master soap making, sewing straight seam, drying fruit, and vegetables, bake a handsome
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loaf of bread, to be able le to keep a man’s heart and home. 

Ida often said to her friend how she wished she could just stay small and go on and on to school.  As
June came the girls had time to go birding with Ed and teach him which birds to look for.  They would
take picnic baskets along.  One day there was a noise in the bushes and it was a rattler and a blue racer.
Pa had said never kill a blue racer because he keeps the rattlers down.  Ed would sing songs to the girls
and teach them the words.  Fanny especially liked Ed to sing.  He could also play the harmonica.  Ed
read poetry to them in the evening after the chores were done. 

During the work on the corn, Ida asked Ed how this was done in Virginia and he explained the
differences and he told her how there had not been much advancement on his grandfather’s estate since
it was settled before the Revolutionary War, 1775-83.  They both discussed how important farming and
supplying food was. 

Ed told her how his brother shined the cowboys’ boots in Wichita and how he could not understand why
the cowboys spent their hard earned money on whiskey that makes them act rude and destructive and get
thrown in jail. 

Ed and Joel would often discuss farming and new tools.  Al l of the children had a job in the corn
harvest.  Ed and Ida would race to see who could shuck the fastest.  Ed sang a song to Ida as they
worked.  It was a love song and Ida was very touched and they held hands for the first time and for once
Fanny was not around to tease them. 

That was a day Ida never forgot the singer nor the song. 

H.  Winter on the Prairie

They went to visit Joel’s sister Eliza in a town named Maize KS (just east of Wichita). 

Ed and Ida discussed their two fathers as they drove,  “Your father is a fine man”, Ed said.  “I wish your
father wouldn’t drink any more, ever cause I know your mother don’t want him to”, Ida said. 

Uncle Harry helped with the wagon when they got to his house.  He suggested they go into Maize to
play a game of croquet.  Ed decided to go.  When they came back without Ed, Ida was alarmed as a
storm had started and there were long streaks of lightening.  She got the wagon and went back to town to
get Ed.  The lightening had struck a store twice and Ed had been near and his face and nose had
blistered.  “How did you know I was hurt?” Ed asked.  “I just did” Ida replied. 
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“I beat the New Yorker at croquet and he is quite a nice fellow.  Helped me put out the store fire the
lightening started.  “It hit in the same place twice” Ed said.  Three weeks later harvest was over and Ed
was well and 30 pounds heavier and all well.  It was time for Joel to take Ed back to his mother as he
had promised. 

For fall he hired Lord Regland Philmore to be the new hired help.  Several of England’s second sons
came to America because only the oldest son got the inheritance.  Ed got a job for fall and winter in the
railroad switch yards in Wichita.  Pa had leased the land for 4 years and the time was up so after Ida’s
party in December, Pa told them of a new location farther from the road between Dodge City and
Wichita and a safer place.  Pa said we would stay a year or so at the Packard Place nearer Aunt Eliza.
Then he is dreaming of Santa Fe and Ma Mary. 

Many friends and neighbors came to Ida’s 16th Birthday party and enjoyed oyster stew and crackers and
brought presents but the present she liked the best was a beautiful handkerchief Ed sent in a letter saying
he hoped March would come soon so he could come back and work for Pa.  He wrote it was 7 degrees
below in Wichita.  Uncle Harry’s brother Charlie Nofsaker asked her if he could kiss her goodbye, when
she refused, he said she was probably saving her kissed for that Virginian. 

A blizzard came the next night and froze many of the neighbor’s hogs.  Joel bought them and took them
to the packing house in Wichita.  Lord Philmore put on a play in the sorghum house.  Ma Mary made
costumes and the ticket money was used to enlarge the school house. 

I.  Loves Old Sweet Song

Fanny went in March with Joel to get Ed.  His mother Mattie and brothers Claud and Frank came out
into the yard to greet them. Fanny as ever said what was on her mind.  We’ve come to get Ed and take
him home with us for 6 months and maybe forever!  The brothers teased Ed.  On the way home Fanny
told Ed how Lord Philmore liked Ida but that she didn’t like him. 

That night they all tried to tell what had happened while Ed was gone.  Ed told them about Kentucky, a
friend who had become his body guard.  “Well he and I went into an eating place called the Blind Tiger
to cash our checks, that’s an eating place that sells liquor, two ruffians tried to rob us and Kentucky
chased them off. 

Ira was Dell’s brother and he and Ed often though of buying some land together and each starting a
home and family without realizing they were both wanting the same girl. 

A big picnic was planned in July.  Ed and Joel prepared the bunting around a stand Joel had sold home
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L>R: Fannie Keyes, Ed Dickenson,
Claude Dickenson, Ida Keyes, Jessie

Keyes

made ice cream, pink lemonade and confections at the picnic for
5 years.  Joel told Ed of how in Missouri he had built a
merry-go-round and a wagon to haul it.  Sixty feet across and run
by a steam engine. There was a calliope and cold drink stand on
one side and chairs arranged in eight foot rows.  Red, white and
blue flags with bunting looped between them. 

It was the first merry-go-round west of the Mississippi.  It was so
profitable that my partner bought out my share and I suppose
continues to run it. 

I sold him my old wagon and used the new one to move my
family from Cameron, Missouri to Kansas and one of these days
I’ll head to Santa Fe the same way. 

I would like to go with you sir, said Ed, but my father is getting
restless again and mother never knows which way he will turn.  I
must help him until I am 21. 

Doesn’t he consul with your mother? 

No sir, mostly he makes promises to strangers while under the influence of liquor, scarcely realizing
what the results will be. 
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When the stand was finished, Joel suggested Ed sell candy and chewing gum on one side and Ida could
sell pink lemonade and Joel would sell his famous home made ice cream on the other side of the stand.
Ma Mary was in the last of another pregnancy so she sat on a chair to rest her feel.  The day of the picnic
there was food of all kinds and neighbors from far and wide.  Even a fife and drum corps.  There was
much story swapping. Ed won many races and prizes.  He won a baseball for little Benjamin. 

Cassie Mitchell pestered Ed to push her in a swing and Ida was disappointed when she saw them
together. 

Joel decided to go fishing with Uncle Harry, because Ma’s baby was not due yet.  But soon after they
had left Ma Mary told Ida to get the mid wife.  Ida ran fast but no one was home.  She went to a second
house only to find no one home.  Alta had stayed with Ma but she was only 13 and did not know what to
do.  The baby was born before Ida got back and it was a boy called Joel Koran Keyes. 

Ida had avoided Ed since the picnic but as they worked together he asked her to forgive him and kissed
her cheek.  Fanny insisted she be kissed too or she would tell. 

Ed tried to explain that his father had been offered to help run the C.M. Scott ranch in southern Kansas,
down by the Indian Territory.  Ida was angry and asked why couldn’t Cale, Charley, Ott and Frank be
enough why did Ed have to go. 

I must help him until I’m 21 and then I’ll come back to you. 

After they sang a song together he said, thank you little sweetheart, I’ll return to you when I am 21. 

J.  The Cowboy's Letters

Ed wrote to Ida from the ranch where he had become a cowboy.  First the owner tried to run a dairy, but
it was not profitable so he went back to ranching.  Ed’s letter had much concern for the many Indians
there and their poor treatment.  On Thanksgiving they all wrote Ida a round robin letter. 

Ed’s next letter was about the clips they put in the cattle’s ears instead of branding.  He told of a big
Kaw chief coming into their kitchen sitting down and eating all the food on the table.  Cale decided to
stay in Wichita and work on the railroad, until a freak accident occurred and a man’s severed head
landed in his lap.   Then he came to the ranch.  Oscar was getting restless again and they all wondered
where to next? 
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K.  Chisom Creek in Witchita

Joel sells Stock prior to the Oklahoma
Run

The family is beginning to get news of a big land run into the territory south of Kansas.  Joel and some
soldier friends found some land along the North Canadian River.  Each one picked a quarter section, just
north of the now little town of Yukon.  Joel had told the girls to move to a house he had rented from the
back on Chisolm Creek.  It was on the outskirts of Wichita.  The government had set aside April 22,
1889.  The Captain and his colony of solders were anxious.  There were 8 of them.  Captain Keyes was
looked to as their leader.  This land stretched from the red River and the 37th parallel and westward
from the Arkansas and Missouri boundaries to the 100th meridian including a long panhandle. 

The men prepared for the run for 4 months.  Joel had taken Alta and Ida to the Dole Packing Plant so
they could procure jobs while he was away.  They were to wrap hams.  The Captain and his men left 2
weeks early to be ready.  During a storm Nora almost drowns in a swollen creek. 
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L.  Tents and Soddies

Joel came back with 2 fawns and a pet raccoon.  Joel told of the “Sooners” or cheaters, who claimed
land before the start of the run. Tom Wallace begged Joel for him and his son to join them, he had lost
his wife.  They needed 3 covered wagons to move the family.  They traveled 18 days camping on 5
different river banks.  When they reached Frisco, they were on the North bank of the Canadian where
there was an Indian school, a post office and 4 tents. 

They found squatters on Pa’s claim, a man named Clay, known for having no scruples about killing.  He
was known as a hard and dangerous man.  Joel said the reason he stayed there so long was he and Mr.
Brody filed their suit at El Reno.  It will become a county seat.  Some attorney suggested we could stay
on one part and wait for the law to move this man off, but I did not want my family to be so near such a
dangerous man.  I am going to see about easing a quarter of a section that is set aside as school land.
Every 16th section is set aside by the government and the lease money goes to build schools.  Later on it
will be sold and we can buy or whatever.  They will have to pay us for our improvements. 

Fort Reno was the U.S. Army’s largest remount station.  It had been established in 1874 to protect the
Darlington Indian Agency on the opposite bank of the North Canadian from Cheyenne Indian forays.
The fort had been named for General James L. Reno who lost his life during the Civil War.  Around 300
troops were stationed there and it was rumored that for the last few years, they had been busy chasing
sooners back into Kansas.  These same troops had taken part in keeping the boundary the day of the run. 

M.  Yukon

Word got to Captain Keyes that sooner Clay has deserted his family.  He left his wife and 5 small
children alone on the banks of the North Canadian. 

Mr. Ellison told Joel it was a trick, he is a professional gambler and he knows you are a gentleman and
thinks you would never contest a widow’s land.  They say he is hanging out at Oklahoma City and
sneaks back after dark once a week.  Every bottom land claim has been jumped by a sooner.   Every
soldier would have to fight for the land in court. 

Joel hired someone to cut strips 4 ft. long for the foundation of a sod house.  When finished the walls
were 4 ft. thick, tapered to 2 ft. at the top.  It was 8 ft. high, 12 ft. wide and 40 ft. long.  The rafters and
beams were cottonwood poles, the roof made of willow sheeting covered with prairie sod. 

Young Bert Temple, a bachelor homesteader, helped Pa with the roof.  They line the inner walls with
unbleached muslin.  When the girls went to pick plums Alta met John Russell.  Alta was 16.  Joel had
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Early Yukon (Named after Alaska Gold Rush)
Early Yukon

heard of plans to make a town where only a village was with a church and school, so it was unlikely his
land would be auctioned off for a school especially with the improvements he planned. 

There was a party for Ida’s birthday and several young people came, including John Russell. 

John asked Alta if she would marry him next year when he was 20.  She said yes.  She said she would
have to ask her father.  Bert Templeton asked Ida also but Ida didn’t say yes. 

N.  Return of the Prodigal

Uncle Harry and Aunt Eliza came one day for a visit and said they had seen Ed and his mother where he
was working on the ranch.  The rest had left for Texas and Ed and his mother were left to do the
packing.  He said his last letter to Ida had come back to him.  He thought maybe Ida was engaged or
married.  When aunt Eliza told him “no” he said he would write another letter to Ida as soon as they
were settled in their new place.  Aunt Eliza said he has gained some weight and is handsomer than ever. 

At the literary meeting there was a John Ewing and he asked to call and Ida said yes but her plan was to
introduce him to Alta. 

January 1891 had come to the territory; the village had become Yukon, named for where gold had been
discovered in Alaska.  Railroad was being laid from Oklahoma City to Yukon.  Alta had eloped with
John Ewing and Ida got malaria.  Bert would come and read to her as she had chills and sat by the fire.  

Dec. 11 Bert bought Ida a present and asked how long do I have to wait.  Ed was 21 two days ago?  Ida
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said she would wait 10 more days and if Ed didn’t come she would marry Bert. 

It was Dec. 17 and it was snowing hard when a knock at the door and a snow covered Ed came in. 

O.  Sod House Wedding

Fanny said, “You’re late about coming”.  Your birthday passed 8 days ago.  Cale’s words came to Ed
“just maybe the Captain’s daughter got tired of waiting and just maybe she don’t love Eddie boy no
more”. 

Ed said Captain I have an explanation – on the morning of Dec. 9 when I was 21, Brother Charley said
he would put my back to the ground in a wrestling mach I told him I could wrestle both him and Horace
Walker at once. 

Benjamin was 6 and asked, “Did you lick them?”  Well when I did I gave a shout of triumph by leaping
into the air, my head struck a low limb and I fell unconscious.  The doctor came stitched it up and said I
should stay in bed for 8 or 10 days. 

Fanny had written to Ed about Bert Templeton’s attentions to Ida plus several other suitors.  It was very
hard with the whole family for Ed to find time alone with Ida. 

Finally they were both milling alone and Ed told Ida he had come to marry her and take her to Texas and
she must chose between him and Bert.  He was leaving in a few days.  Ed knows Mr. Templeton had a
fine claim, a house, beautiful ponies, a new buggy and money in the bank and what did he have to offer
Ida?  All he had was one horse, a surrey and his impulsive thoughtless heart, and a share in his fortune
or misfortune whichever the future brought. 

After Ida said she waited for him, Ed broke out in song – the song he wrote was “Daisies Won’t Tell.” 

Ida wanted to know why Ed’s letters stopped coming for about 3 or 4 months. 

Ed felt shame but now was not the time to tell her about Cora Lee.  He would have to tell her after they
were married.  It would have to be before Cale would tell her.  So he said it was the difficulty of farming
the black soil of Texas, in the morning it was so sloppy wet it stuck to your shoes till you are walking on
stilts and in the afternoon it was so dry and hard, so many times as Cale said, it is only ready for plowing
is when you are in for dinner. 

Ida asked did Cale do much?  No, Ed replied, I think Cale and Charlie do not want to be farmers. 
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Let’s go tell Pa and Ma and all the family and drive over to Alta’s in the buggy to tell them, said Ida.
They asked Alta and John to stand with them at the wedding. Ed began to feel chilled and appeared for 3
days to have malaria.  Ida gave him quinine like she had taken. But he was determined to be ready for
the wedding at 2:00 PM January 17. 

Bert Templeton sent word he wanted to speak with Ed alone.  He spoke of how he could tell Ida loved
Ed and he hoped for their happiness and that Ed would treat Ida with great kindness.  As Bert walked
away Ed’s thoughts were “perhaps Ida had rejected the better man”. 

There was a whirl of activity.  The Captain heard of a gang of ruffians who planned to come to the
wedding with a keg of whiskey and make Ed pay for it.  Joel went to town met with them and set them
straight.  Fanny was like a shadow to Ida realizing in 3 days she would be 12 and that Ida’s marrying
and going away would change Fanny’s whole life.  She wanted to run away. 

Doc. Farris, the elected village justice, did the service.  The sod house and yard were filled with friends
and loved ones. 

P.  To a New Land

After the wedding there was 3 days of heavy snow but the 3rd day Alta and John came on a sled to help
take Ida and Ed to the train.  Everyone came to kiss them goodbye, except Fanny.  Ida said she and Ed
would find her and say a private good bye.  Ida hugged her and told her how she would write and come
back to see her.  At the Santa Fe train, Joel bid them a happy goodbye.  This was the first train ride Ida
had had. 

After they slept a while, the conductor called Dennison, Dennison, Texas.  Ed said it is only 12 miles to
Bell’s and about 3 and ½ to Mr. Everheart’s.  His is one of the biggest landowners in North Texas. He is
a fine fellow and gave land for the community church and graveyard Ed told Ida. 

Ott came to meet them.  Ed told Ida, Ott was his right hand man.  Claude is 12 and helps other, but later
he will make a good farmer, but father and Cale and Charlie do not care for farming like I do.  Mother
Mattie was so happy to see them and greeting them both warmly. 

Through Feb. and March, they prepared the tools for the spring planting.  Mother Mattie and Ida found
they were both pregnant at the same time. 

Ida could see that Oscar did not do his share of the work and left much to Ed.  There seemed to be 2
sides to his household.  Mother Mattie explained how while cleaning a gun, it went off and the ball went
through Oscar’s shoulder making his hand somewhat useless, but Ida knew he still could have helped
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because she remembered how her father wounded or not worked hard for his family. 

Mother Mattie told of how Oscar’s mother favored him and spoiled him.  Our first 2 sons were born in
my mother in law’s home and I could see how she protected him from doing an honest day’s work in his
life and it has affected him ever since.  I am glad you rained Ed different, but I heard Ed swear when he
was fixing the plow and I am not going to listen to much of that.  I want him to stop before I have this
baby, Ida said. 

When Ida would feel lonesome for Fanny and the rest of her family, Mother Mattie would always
comfort and hug her. 

Q.  Mother Mattie's Son

In July there was a revival at Canaan church led by Reverend Josh Godby one of 4 minister brothers
who preached all over Grayson County, Texas.   During this revival Ida made public her Christian
belief. 

For the evening meeting all of Mother Mattie’s household went except for Cale.  As Ed accepted the
minister’s pleading to accept Jesus as Savior, Ed turned to Charlie by his side but Charlie was gone.
Father Oscar and Ott went down the aisle to the minister’s pleas.  Three hours later Oscar went to get the
mid wife for his wife. 

Near midnight Sept. 14 Thadius Theodore was born.  He was Mattie’s 10th son.  Just 9 days later Ida
went into labor.  Claud ran for the doctor.  The doctor knew it was 4-6 weeks early.  He gave Ida
chloroform.  The baby was a tiny girl but it had a strong cry.  Ida said Mother Mattie wants to name her
Ethel as in a book she read and I want it to be Fannie so it will be Fannie Ethel.  Mother Mattie said 8
boys and one tiny girl; we must take good care of her. 

The crops were so good Ed was able to purchase a cow, a span of mules, a wagon and farm tools and he
and Ida moved to acreage on the McMurrie’s estate.  Father Oscar purchased a thrashing machine and
half interest in a cotton gin and moved to the acreage where the gin was located.  Cale was going to
marry his girl, Ella and they were going to live with the folks for a year.  Ida was glad to be away from
Oscar’s influence.  Someone had told her of how he was visiting Tess, somebody in town and she was
running a bad house.  Ida was angry with him, how could he be doing that while his wife at home had
just given him a 9th son.  Ida did not want her children to grow up near him.  Ida told Ed how angry this
made her and predicted some day Oscar would find his flowing faithful wife Mattie was gone to Heaven
and he could just find that his whoring ways had hastened her death. 

Ed was surprised at Ida’s anger, she loved Mother Mattie so much. He had never seen Ida this way
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before.  Ed said, “I’ve known this about father ever since we lived in Virginia but he can’t seem to
change.  That is why I have always tried to help mother so much.  I knew she had a broken heart.” 

Fanny had sent a letter on March 19 about the family celebrated the birth of a new baby girl, named
Loretta Holmes Keyes.  They all thought how she and little Ethel could play together when they came to
visit.  Ed said if this year’s crops are as good as the last two we will be able to take a trip to Yukon to
surprise Fanny.  Their home was right in the middle of a cotton field and Mother Mattie’s only half a
mile away. 

A man named Gus Little who knew Ed in Virginia came to visit.  He also wanted to visit with Mother
Mattie, who he remembered warmly. For 2 weeks he helped Ed with his cotton crop then explained he
might be a hunted man. 

He told Ed, “I had run a bar in a saloon and once hit a man and I think it was too hard and he died.”  Ed
told him of God would forgive him but Gus said no my sins are too deep rooted; I have no desire to
change or repent.  Do you know Ed and I visited Tillie Rucker and her boarding house for men only on
my way here.  Ed told Ida how Gus’ family had not helped him to be a Christian and why he had left so
abruptly. 

June came and father Oscar’s thrashing machine had proved profitable.  Cale had brought home his
pretty part Cherokee wife, Ella and Charlie teased him saying, “he better behave or she would scalp
him.” 

With the cooperation of the Dickenson boys soon held the record of thrashing more grain in a day than
anyone around.  Texas black land was producing 100 bushels of oats to the acre.  Ida told of how she
visited at Mother Mattie’s and Ethel pulled Thad’s hair and he bit her. 

Cale and Ella had a little son named Gentry but one day while the gin was working Cales’s sleeve got
caught and the machine tore the inside of his arm and hand so bad it took the doctor 3 hours to try to
repair it.  Cale’s comment was “I guess it is time to change occupations!”  Ella’s people came from
Lehigh, a coal-mining town in the territory.  They sent word there was a merchandising job for Cale so
he and his family moved there. 

Ida’s malaria was back with its chills and she was pregnant.  On her way back for the outhouse she had
her baby before she could reach the house.  Mother Mattie had had a premonition and came in time to
boil scissors and cut the cord.  It was a boy.  It was little Otis Lee.  He did not do well and had a fever
and soon died. 

Ida grieved for some time but during her prayers one day she felt God’s message she would have
another son and he would live.  He sister Alta had lost 3 babies, one a boy and twin girls.  Ida felt if Alta
could handle such grief she could too, but she did beg Ed for them to move away. 

Book 1-  Ida Keyes Story



kmessamore.com 29

R.  Captain's Last Trek

Ott had left after an argument with Charlie where Father Oscar had taken Charlie’s side one too often.
Another acquaintance Tom Jr. had come to visit and was telling Charlie about staying over night with
Tessie Rucker at her place.  Ida knew whom he meant and she didn’t want Ed to be around them. 

Ed went to hear the great revival of  Moody and Sanky, he had invited his brothers to go to Bonham
with him but he went alone.  Ed tried to look for Ott but with no luck.  Ott was only 18. 

Mother Mattie told Ida how back in Virginia when she only had 3 little boys, the attorney for the state
begged her to leave Oscar and go back to her people in Tennessee because he knew then what an
immoral life Oscar was living.  Mother Mattie said how she had felt she could pray and he would
change, but he did not.  She worried that he would bring home some dreadful disease to the family.
Now recently while sorting the clothing to move she had found evidence of his continuing immoral life.
She felt she should have no more babies for him and had moved from his bed.  Ida felt sad to see Mother
Mattie so sad.  “I hate to tell you these sinful things Ida” said Mother Mattie. 

Well said Ida, I knew some of these things happened because I had a very best girl friend and she was
the oldest of 9 children.  One day her uncle came to visit with his old maid sister.  He said they would
take Lora and give her good clothes and an education.  What he gave her was a baby – then brought her
back.  It was the same old sin and Lora only 13.  I have never forgotten about that, Ida said with tears in
her eyes.  If Ed were ever to do anything like that, I’d leave him and go back to my ma and pa.  Ed did
tell me how he was engaged to a Cora Lee then caught her kissing an older man. 

They were making another move to Dent, Texas in Hunt County.  Ed had told Ida there was a possibility
of more land being opened in the Territory and she encouraged him to try for their own claim. 

On June 27 Dr. Dent who the town was named for, delivered Ida of a son.  William Ottway for his uncle
who has finally come back home to his mother.  Bad weather and the boll weevils destroyed Ed’s
wonderful cotton crop. 

Captain Keyes wrote to them suggesting they come and stay with them to await the next land opening
rumored to be soon.  Nora wrote to Ida to come because she was not supposed to tell Pa had a hunch he
was not going to live much longer.  Ida had been away for 4 years. 

Pa Joel and Nora came to persuade Ed to come and he had made a covered wagon for their travel.  Ed
had to say a tearful farewell to his mother but knowing Ott had come back comforted him some.  Mother
told him to go with God and she knew he would get his land. 
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S.  Three Prairie Graves

Loretta Keyes Grave in Yukon

As Ed drove the wagon his thoughts went back to Virginia when he was a child.  He remembered the
day brother Claud was born.  He remembered how all the Negroes had prayed when they heard Mother
Mattie was not well after Claud was born.  Uncle Jim and Aunt Gizzie had been family servants before
the Civil War and were given to Oscar and Mattie as personal servants on their wedding day in 1865.
The thought of how their prayers were heard and his mother recovered Claud was now 15 years old.  His
thoughts were also about the Captain, would he see Santa Fe? 

Father Joel had told Ed of how the government had had so much trouble with the sooners that a lottery
was to be used for the next land opening, which would make it fairer.  Ed mentioned he hoped to be able
to acquire land as he needed it so since his family was growing fast; they had been married 5 years and
Ida had had 3 babies even though only 2 lived. 

They arrived at Pa Joel’s place after 13 days of travel.  They all talked at once – Ida could hardly believe
how all her sisters and brothers had grown, Fanny 15, Norie 17, Jessie 13, Bennie 10 and Koran 7 and
new sister Lorie.  She was heavier than Ethel even though 6 months younger.  They had to catch up on
all the news – Alta and John had moved to Shawnee, a town 50 miles east of Yukon.  That was two and
a half days by stage.  Alta had lost twin girls when Lorie was only 3 weeks old.  Now Alta had a little

girl a year younger than Ethel and Ollie. 

Ed and Pa prepared a small cottonwood house just 3 steps from
the sod house as a bedroom for Ed and Ida.  They all ate at a
table together and Ed helped run the farm.  Lorie and Ethel
never seemed to tire of playing together.  One day after a
snowstorm a letter came for Ed, telling of his mother’s death. 

Lorie and Ethel had tin cups of hominy that was cooking over
an outdoor fire.  When all the older children came home from
school all excited, they rushed into the house but the two little
ones did not.  Lorie went to refill her cup and as she did a
breeze made the flames rise up and catch her coat and dress on
fire.  Ethel called and called but no one in the house could hear
her.  Finally she ran into the house crying “Orie is on fire!!” 

Everyone rushed into the yard, Fanny was first and threw her
skirt around Lorie then Ma grabbed her and rolled her in a
storm puddle.  Ma carried her into the house, Ed rushed for the
doctor who swathed the baby in soft medicated bandages and
explained she was in shock and would not feel the pain.  All
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night long Ma, Joel and Ed hovered over the little motionless
child.  Neighbors entered silently offering help and sympathy
and prepared food.  She passed away at 4 pm the next day as
the Doctor held her little hand.  Ma and  Joel were sobbing.  Ed
went to Oklahoma City to purchase a small white coffin. 

Ma blamed herself for not watching the fire close.  Fanny
blamed herself for not bringing the little girls inside the house.
Ida felt she too was at fault, along with Nora.  Little Ethel ran
from room to room trying to find her calling “Orie, Orie, she’s
playing hide and seek with me and I want to find her.”  They
had to take Ethel to the little bedroom so Pa Joel could not hear
her.  Alta got the news so late that she did not come until after
the funeral.  Then they realized there was no picture for Alta to
see her little sister.  They did find 4 little shoe prints in Pa’s
new hot bed, all the sisters knelt there and cried.  

Ida suggested Pa and Ed take the trip to Santa Fe to cheer him
up.  Once more the old freight wagon was made ready.  It
seemed to help Joel to plan with Ed.  Ed made balls of hog
bladders for Bennie and Koran to play with on hog butchering
day as they finished Pa sort of faltered.  Ed got him in the house

and went for the doctor who told them his heart was very tired.  In the afternoon Ida called all the
children for Pa Joel wanted to see them all.  He told a crying Mary – now Mary it’s all right and he
slipped away. 

At the funeral four old soldiers stood at attention.  The minister read the 23rd Psalm and a soldier played
taps as they lowered the Captain’s body into his beloved prairie beside Lorie.  It was 1897, - 3 deaths in
6 weeks. 

T.  Number 1126

Even 5 weeks later Ida’s little girl kept searching for her little playmate.  Ed received a letter from Ott
telling about their mother’s death and Ida had saved one from her a year ago and they read it together.
Ed spent much time getting signatures to apply for Mary’s widow pension.  Mary was taking in
washing; Fanny and Nora worked at Mr. Ellison’s hotel as waitresses.  Ida did household chores and
Lincoln Ivan was born.  There was a new doctor in town.  One day he asked Ed to accompany him to see
a patient.  The patient was a woman who was scantily clothed lying on a couch.  She was surprised to
see the doctor was not alone.  He soon told her she was not ill and he and Ed left laughing.  Ed was
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Mary Fairley Keyes

trying to sell history books to help with funds. 

There came a day when Doctor Sanger helped Ed.
He had tried to hurry home between 2 rail road
cars and suddenly without whistle the engine
started up and the two cars came together on Ed’s
foot, mashing it.  The doctor tried to save the foot
but he really felt amputation would have been
better.  He cut a gash to the bone packed it with
medicated gauze and put in a drain.  For 30 days
the doctor came to dress the foot and would sit
visiting and he and Ed became good friends. 

Finally he was able to go on crutches to circulate
Mary’s petition. Finally Ma Mary got the pension.

Ed and Joe Wilson built a 4-room cottage of pine and Dan Love plastered the interior and then they tore
down the old sod house.   

Nora married Charley Brown.  Fanny was looking forward to seeing Claud again. 

Ed was able to get 2 lots in town for $30.  He said I’m sure
Benjamin can manage the farm now with a little help.  He
built a little cottage and out buildings.  Fanny married
Claud and Jessie married Guy.  Jessie and Guy decided to
farm with Ma Mary for a while and Claud and Fanny
settled in Yukon just 2 blocks from Ida and Ed.   Ed
secured a young lawyer in El Reno to see if he could collect
for his foot injury.  He told Ed their chances were slim for
the judges who handled these cases were itenery judges on
complimentary tickets from the railroads.  They are called
carpetbagger judges and the railroad ships them in all
expenses paid. 

A run away horse had a woman rider and Ed stepped out in
the street to stop it near the courthouse where the railroad
lawyer saw him and decided Ed was not seriously injured. 

His attorney was sorry the case was dismissed and noted
the railroads would have excessive power until the territory
became a state. 

Ed said they did have good news; the Kiowa and Comanche
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lands called Wichita Reservation would be opened by drawing
with registration first.  The next day Koran brought sad news.
Bennie had been shot.  The jolting of the way had hit a rut and
the shotgun had slid through the hayrack and jarred the trigger.
The blast severed Bennie’s jugular vein in his neck.  He held
his mother’s hand as he died.  He was buried next to Joel. 

Ida and Fanny had little girls soon after Bennie’s death and Ed
and Claud made plans for the drawing.  This would be the last
free land in the territory and it seemed every one was
registering.  There would be 6,500 claims, and each 160 acres.
Government surveyors had placed rocks on the corners of each
claim. 

On July 9, 1901, the great lottery opened.  Each rail line ran
special trains.  El Reno’s population increased to 100,000
literally in a day. 

Many came to register and then departed.  Ott, Charley and
Frank came from Lehigh.  They stood in line all day and got
discouraged and went home. 

Ed’s foot was bothering him and discouraged by this brothers allowed Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday to slip by without attempting to register.  For 2 days he limped to the depot to ask the agent as
trains loaded to capacity passed, on their way to El Reno.  Claud and Nora registered but Ed seemed
bitter and reluctant to talk.  He told Ida with only 6,500 and 50,000 people registered, what chance have
I got? 

He saw tears in Ida’s eyes so he ran out the door.  I hear the train whistling at the crossing – I can make
it – pray for me. 

Ida felt prayed out but knelt once more, as did Ethel 9, Otway 6 and Lin 4 knelt and they all prayed their
little prayers too.  As Ida looked at their little faces she said, “Now I know your pappa will get a claim”. 

Ed stood in line at the registration office for 2 hours to get #1126. 

Afterwards he took Dr. Steve and several businessmen on camping excursions down in the new territory
to see the land.  The post stated it would be 3 weeks between the registration and the drawing and about
the same time between the drawing and the filing.  Those that were lucky would receive a card if they
were not at the drawing.  Ed stood in the crowd for the first few hours and heard the happy shouts of
those in the crowd who recognized their drawn number.  John Doyle a friend of Ed’s in Yukon was
taking his niece and husband and grandmother into the territory. 
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One man Little George had bought a newspaper and was reading the numbers and Ed looked over his
shoulder and saw #1126!!!  George threw the paper in the air and they did a wild dance.  Doyle rescued
the paper and found farther down was George’s. 
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Book 2 - Ed Dickenson's Story

A.  Ed Dickenson's Childhood

Caleb Hawkins (Oscar's Father)

Dickenson Family; Front Row L-R: Ottway, Oscar, Ed; Back Row:
Oscar, Thad, Frank (Charlie missing)

Starts on page 171, there is no title page.  Possibly it is in the stuff Lila
has found in New Mexico and includes Edward Lee’s childhood and his
friend Black Charlie who is the same age.  There are numerous
corrections and cross outs in red and green ink. 

It starts off with something about a Yankee peddler and a dog fight, early
on in Virginia.  There is also something about raising sheep and they
make linsey-woolsey for clothing. 

Ed and Black Charlie help by picking peaches.  Grandpa Hawkins is
mentioned for staling some of the peaches to make brandy, to share with
Oscar. 

Ed sleeps with a hired hand for 2 weeks then tells his mother the dirty
things that the hired hand is whispering in Ed’s ear at night.  The hired
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hand is fired.  Aunt Nancy was Oscar’s aunt.  (Keith and I saw her tombstone in VA.) 

B.  Thorn in the Flesh

They were enlarging the Sulphur Springs schoolhouse.  Tobacco was grown on this plantation,
descriptions of how harvested. 

Black Charlie cold have passed for Spanish or French Indian, his skin was light like his mother’s (Aunt
Gizzie) and his hair was straight, he was 4 months younger than ed but taller. 

Out of context it is mentioned how Gen. Grant personally ok’d Mary Fairley’s father’s discharge before
the end of the war, as his wife had died and his 13 year old girl is left to raise a couple of younger
children.  (Mary Fairley is later Joel’s wife.) 

Nov. 25, we got a new baby and mother was pleased that father was staying around the house.  She
named him Oscar after her husband.  (There are multiple mentions of her husband’s drinking gambling,
and taking off and being gone for months at a time with no explanation.)  After the war, Uncle Henry
helps Oscar run what is left of the plantation, and is quite good with business and organization, but he
dies in 1867 and Oscar does not seem to be able to do what Henry did.  (Henry is really his half brother
whose real father was Robert Dickenson; his sisters were Mary and Martha.) 

One of grandpa Dickie’s brothers was named Caleb but they called him Cale.  He seemed to inherit all
the bad genes and was very much like father Oscar as far as the drinking and being undependable.  He
was very hurtful to Black Charlie and called him nigger.  Much about winter planting and the food they
raised and how they used the products of their garden at the table. 

Jim Reed is the child that Mattie has before she marries Oscar.  Her first husband went away to war
leaving her pregnant and never returned.  She then left Tennessee and went to Virginia and met Oscar.
Jim is called uncle Jimmy by his younger brothers.  Jim and Lucinda marry.  (Lucinda Janes – married
Jimmy Riggs, Aug. 9, 1883.) 

There is a description of a first circuit to visit the town.  Oscar goes with Henry to Tennessee.  Aunt
Gizzie dies.  Mother Mattie tells Aunt Gizzie she will look after her children. They were so close as
mothers they breast fed each other’s children at times. 
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C.  Here in this Valley

Lucinda and Jim move in with the family.  Oscar is gone for a month.  Cale talks brother Edward into
chewing tobacco. Ed gets sick.  He is only 14.  They all attend church regularly except Oscar and Cale. 

D.  Sulphur Springs Farewell

Sugaring time is discussed.  Mother Mattie’s father has been a decorator and cutter of fine marble, she
had gone to Vassar and all her brothers and sisters were college graduates (unusual for those days).
Oscar is charming and Mattie is won over with out realizing he has so many bad faults.  He is also
described as very handsome with black hair and an excellent horseman. He will horse whip any one he
sees mistreating an animal even if he does not know the man.  He also plays the banjo. 

All 8 boys had been born in Virginia (Thad is later).  Father decides to move to Russellville, Tennessee.
Lucinda has a baby girl Murbel.  Father Oscar sells his horses and gave a friend his fox hounds.  He has
lost much of his land by drinking and signing bad notes. 

Cale makes remarks about all Grandpa Hawkins was good for was to keep his young wife Jane,
pregnant. 

Ed has to say goodbye to Black Charlie, they are 14 and promise to meet again. 

E.  Black Charlie's Farewell

Charlie promises to save his money and come to Ed.  Mother, father and the younger boys would come
on the train to Tennessee.  Charlie (brother, not Black Charlie) and Ed would go with Him and Lucinda
to Tennessee.  Father wanted to say to vote on election day; he was always interested in politics.  Father
said he almost rode away with Gen. Morgan, (Civil War’s Grey Ghost of the Confederacy), when he
came through to buy some horses during the war but Oscar was too young.  Brother Henry talked him
out of it.  Uncle Henry’s and baby Henry’s graves were at the Old Court House.  When we got to the
farm in Tennessee that father had purchased from the husband the wife said no she would not sell and
they would not give father back any of his money, so he had to look for another place.  Jim and father
found another place. 

Ed’s brother Charlie becomes more and more like Cale and their father, undependable and wanting fun
and excitement not work.  Ed misses Black Charlie very much. 
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The land they picked in Tennessee was very depleted and did not raise enough for all the family so Jim
and Lucinda go on to Texas where Lucinda go on to Texas where Lucinda’s family was. 

Mother Mattie’s cousin Henry taught school for 20 years and asked Jim before he left to get him a wife.
He was interested in Nellie Miller, a girl half his age.  They eloped and married at the So. Baptist
Church in Morristown.  It was the same church where Mother Mattie had married Jim Riggs (Lima skips
back and forth first using Riggs then Reed).  Mother also taught school there. 

Mother’s old colonial home became the headquarters of Southern General Longstreet, when his
company occupied that part of Tennessee.  When the Union won battles in this area, the house became
the headquarters of Union Gen. Burnside.  Little Jim was 2 when the war finished.  Mother Mattie was
lonely and went to teach in Virginia where she met Oscar Dickenson.   (Longstreet ______________
Dec. 4, 1863. 

F.  A Bit of Tennessee

Two days after Cousin Henry died, there was an earthquake.  90% of all the buildings in Charleston
(what state?) were damaged.  They had hurricanes in 1699, 1752, and 1854 and were attacked by the
Spanish and French in 1706 by the British in 1776-79; in 1865 the confederates burned the large stores
of cotton and supplies rather than let them fall into Union hands.  Father felt this another reason to leave
and go west.  Lucinda’s father Felix arrives and tells father of Texas Black Land whetting his appetite to
move again.  Jim’s family leaves by train, mother misses Lucinda who helped fill Aunt Gizzie’s place
for mother. 

One place where Cale is praising Grandpa Hawkins, Edward says, “well he isn’t your real grandpa (did
he know?).  Edward talks to Cale about wanting to be a farmer and Cale comments being a farmer is
stupid and he wants to be with pretty women, drink hard cider and have lots of excitement.  Cale often
made fun of Ed, and called him a momma’s boy because he felt sorry for Mother Mattie and tried to
help her.  Ed knew Oscar was seeing other women in town and frequenting the whorehouse and felt
sorry for his mother. 

When Ed was 16 he made $750 for working at the fruit dryer and gave it all to his mother.  Cale said
that was not enough money to buy a nightshirt for a mosquito.  Ed had seen father drinking in town and
didn’t want to tell mother but she asked him.  Father Oscar was gone for 6 weeks without worrying
about his family.  He would come back with a pout on his face and say he had been a bad boy and his
family would be glad to have him back. 
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G.  Beyond the Cumberland

There is s a lot about the weather.  Grandpa and Grandma Province (Mattie’s parents) had passed away
years ago.  The person who sold the land to Oscar had really cheated him as it was not good land and as
people would leave it, Mr. Cheep (his real name) would resell it to another what he called a sucker.
Then Lima calls him his really real name Mr. Creech and Cale and Charlie almost fight over whose girl
Dollie Creech is to be. 

Father Oscar sends Ed to singing school, where it was 12 lessons for $1.  Oscar said he would pay for
any of them to go and Ott wants to go too.  Oscar thought music was very important. 

Grandma Province’s maiden name was Miller and there were many Millers in Morristown, Tennessee.
Ed has to take father Oscar home drunk from a fight he got into at the entertainment hall.  Ed was
disgusted with father, but father was so witty and handsome and charming when he was sober. 

The family goes to see Mother Mattie’s aunt Anna, she is 88 and still rode horseback and milked her
cows. 

Charlie comes running with the news they are going on an immigration train to Wichita, Kansas, a real
boomtown.  Cale was happy because this got him out of trouble; there was a girl in town that was going
to force him to marry her.  This way he could just leave. 

H.  Boom Town

That girl that Cale was going to leave was Midge; she arrived on the porch with her valise.  Midge’s
skirt was short and her blouse was low and she had come for Cale to marry her.  They were second
cousins.  Midge stayed and mother put her to work.  Cale tried not to let her know he was still seeing
Dollie Creech. 

They went by train to Wichita, Kansas.  For 6 days the train went on a ferry at St. Louis.  The
Mississippi was really something.  There were 100’s of tent houses in Wichita and dust everywhere.
While we waited a woman put her leg out of a window of a second story building.  Ed asked a man
nearby why she did that, he answered she is trying to get a cowboy’s attention. 

Wichita was on the banks of the Arkansas River.  There were gambling houses, more than grocery
stores.  Cale and Ed got jobs in the Santa Fe rail yards.  They replaced ties and switches and rails.
Charlie sold papers.  Ott became a shoeshine boy.  Father planned to run a short order stand on the
street.  This surprised us all.  We rented 2 rooms.  Half of the land in Kansas belonged to the railroad
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before the war.  Immigration agents had been sent to France and England to encourage settlers to come.
Kansas had been voted to be dry but father seemed to make contacts at his food stand to get liquor.
Blind Tigers was the name for a panel in the wall where you would tap and it would open, a hand took
your money and a bottle of liquor was passed out to you. 

After the rains sanitation was so bad there was a typhoid epidemic; there were sick and dying
everywhere.  Mother boiled water but Cale and I drank from a pump in the switchyard.  In a few weeks
Ed was sick and the doctor told mother he couldn’t save him.  Weeks later Ed began to improve slowly.
He went back to work too soon and caught pneumonia. 

One morning a stranger came to the door, it was Joel Parks Keyes.  He had met father in a store.  Mr.
Keyes wanted to hire a young boy to help on his farm as he had been wounded in the war and could not
do some of the work on the farm.  Mother told Mr. Keyes how sick Ed had been but if he could take it
easy for at least 2 weeks before doing hard field work, that he would be a fine employee.  Mr. Keyes
agreed and said they had 17 miles to go before dark so they left. 

Mr. Keyes had told mother he would bring Ed into town to see her every 2 weeks as he came to town to
trade for his fresh eggs and butter.  Oscar felt Ed would get well quicker in the country on the farm than
in the dirty city. 

Joel told Ed of his army years and Ed told him of how uncle Henry served in the war on the Union side.
He said father Oscar did not go to war, as he was only 14.  Captain Keyes said he was stationed near
Nashville, Tennessee the first year of the war.  He told Ed with his engineering skills he piloted
riverboats on the Mississippi until the war broke out. 

The next part seems to be a repeat of the other book.  When Ed goes to the Keyes farm Fanny is 7 and
Jessie is 4. 

I.  Country Medicine

Tells of feeding Ed and making him well.  More Bible reading.  At picnics men would spin yarns about
Wyatt Earp and doc Holliday and the cow towns. 

At a picnic Ed is urged to push a girl in a swing, she is very aggressive and he walks her home.  Ida is
hurt as she thinks of him as a suitor. 
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J.  No Sir!  No Sir!  No! (Part of a Song)

The Captain brought me back to my mother after the harvest, but wanted to pick me up again for the
work next March, said Ed.  Ira Woods comes to work with Ed in the switchyards and was soon night
watchman.  Mother Mattie says to Ed, your father is no more settled here than he was in Tennessee, he
is still drinking and many times I don’t know where he is. 

Once a bum asked Ed’s brother Ott to give him a dollar and Ott did.  Many years later when Ott was a
wealthy oilman, he received that dollar back in the mail with thanks. 

Father Oscar signs up to oversee a ranch for Mr. Scott in southern Kansas and they were to move next
week.  Father told Mr. Scott his sons could break the Indian ponies there.  Mr. Scott had been a
government scout and purchased hundreds of Indian ponies.  He wanted to breed them with one
Hamiltonian and one Morgan stallion. 

K.  Wild Horses

Ed leaves the Keyes to join his father and mother on the ranch and tells Ida he must do what his father
asks until he is 21 and hen he will come for her.  Joes does not have the cash to pay Ed so he gives him a
heifer, which Ed takes to the store to sell, onto to find his father has left a bill there and he will on
receive $2.85 after paying the overdue bill.  Ed was very disappointed with his father.  He did not even
have enough money to travel to the ranch so he went over to the switch yards and his old boss Mr.
McClancy told him how Cale had decided not to go to the ranch and stayed working in the rail yards.
Cale said he liked the fun in town after work.  Mr. McClancy let Ed ride for free the 60 miles to the
ranch. 

Mr. Scott really wanted to have a dairy project but after a while it was not profitable.  Somehow his
brother Charlie told Ed it was the best move Father Oscar had ever made.  Mother had a nice house to
live in, much better than Wichita.  Father and Mr. Scott worked well together.  Father seemed more
content than he had for some time.  Cale later joined them with his arm in a sling.  There had been a
train accident and a friend’s severed head had landed in Cale’s lap and he said, enough of train yards.
Soon Cale was asking Charlie where do you find the pretty girls and the liquor here, and told Charlie
how he craves both.  Same old Cale. 

He did get some excitement the next morning when a large Kaw Chief walked into the house sat at the
table and demanded food.  Mother fed him hugh amounts of food; he then quietly left with the other 8
braves who waited in the wagon.  Mother felt sorry for the Indians because they had been treated so
badly by the white man. 
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Three Dickenson boys and 4 others form what was called the Happy Holler Boys and would play music
and sing at entertainment halls in Maple City.  They all wore cowboy hats and boots, and rode the Indian
ponies.  Cale’s was Bay Boy, Ed’s was Billie, and Charlie had King.  Mr. Eaton a nearby well-fixed
rancher had been coming by and getting Father Oscar to go to town with him to drink.  Cale also
encouraged Charlie to drink.  They spent most of their wages on clothes, ladies and liquor. 

Jim had sent a letter about the Black Land in Texas. 

L.  Happy Holler Boys

It has been one full year since Ed had left Capt. Keyes’ farm and Ida would she wait for him, he
wondered.  It would be two more years before he would be 21. 

They pitched prairie hay on a portion of what was called the Cherokee Strip.  It had been a checking
station o the Old Cattle trail, where wild cattle had been dipped for tricks before entering Kansas.  As
the railroads extended further there were less cattle drives as in the old days. 

We roped coyotes for bounty.  When the Texas fever hit the herd, Mr. Scott had us take skinning knives
and as the cattle fell, we skinned them and he paid us so much a hide.  We left the carcasses for the
Kaws, buzzards and coyotes.  Soon we saw an Indian take one away on a wagon.  Gradually all the sick
cattle were cut from the herd.  All this caused by the tick. 

One day a prairie fire started and we rode to help Mose save his house.  He was a neighbor who had
been a jockey racing horses and was called Little Mose.  The flames were 20 ft. high but we saved
Mose’s house by lighting a backfire around the place.  When we finished our contract with Mr. Scott,
we were on our way to Texas. 

M.  Texas Black Land

We had spent 2 wonderful years on the ranch and were now headed for Texas.  Mother said this would
be her last move.  Father had gone on and we were to follow but before we left the ranch Ida’s aunt
Eliza and Uncle Harry came to visit.  Aunt Eliza asked Ed why he had not written to Ida.  The last letter
Ida had written came back to him he said. 

Alta and Ida worked at a ham packing plant while Joel went on the run for the land in Oklahoma ma
territory.  Eliza said.  It happened in April of last year.  Will you please take a letter to Ida for me, Ed
said. 
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Dickenson Brothers: Front Row L->R; Frank, Ottway, Ed, Kale;
Fack Row: Thad, Claude, Oscar, (Charlie is missing)

Charlie Dickenson

We took the train for Gainesville, Texas then to Sherman, Texas.  Jim was there to meet us; his farm
was near White Mound.  Jim and Lucinda now had 3 little girls.  I asked Jim where I could get work.
Yes he knew of a man named Bell Carr who had a 1,750-acre ranch and needed help.   He was Jim’s
neighbor.  He was a good man to work for and paid top wages.  He wife had a sister named Cora Lee
who came to visit often. Later Ed was introduced
to her and she was very pretty.  Grandma Carr was
85 and lived alone on her homestead nearby.  I
had worked for Bell about 6 weeks when he asked
how would you like to farm 320 of that black
land?  Do you plan to farm? 

I told him yes sir I have always dreamed of having
my own land.  Did you know that Cora Lee was in
love with you?  He said. 

This was hard for Ed; if he married Cora Lee he
would have his own land as he always wanted but
what about my promise to Ida?   Ed had just
turned 20 and had one more year before he felt he
could go on his own.  He talked with Jim and he
said yes, Bell was eager to give me a half section
of land and fully equipped with tools for a
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wedding gift. 

I kept thinking of Ida and how good the whole Keyes family had been to me.  As Bell and Ed rode into
town to pick up Cora Lee at her father’s hotel, Ed still could not choose between Cora Lee and Ida. 

Sitting on the buggy seat next to Cora Lee was too much for him and Ed asked her to marry him.  She
agreed with a kiss. 

Ed told mother how he could have the land and how he could always take care of her and Claud and
little Oscar and she would never have to move again.  She seemed a little sad when she kissed him and
said, “be sure it is what you really want”. 

Cora Lee and Bell’s wife seemed so busy making wedding plans, Ed almost seemed in the way.  Ed
realized in all his plans he had not prayed and asked for God’s help in making his choice between Cora
Lee and the black land, or Ida and his promise. 

No more pages with this book. 
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Book 3 - Lima's Tale

A.  Be It Ever So Humble

Make Do 

We were leaving the little cottage in the Oklahoma territory January 1902, my sister Ethel, was 10 and
my brothers 7 and 5.  I (Lima) was 2 and very restless).  We were moving to our new home in the Indian
Territory.  Our covered wagon was packed with everything we owned except farm tools which Mr.
Edward’s papa’s friend was bringing to meet us at the South Canadian River.  We had 2 ornery Texas
mules pulling our wagon. 

Papa was always quoting the Bible and singing Sunday school songs so we were Sunday school kids.
My sister Ethel took care of me a lot and bossed me too.  She could talk faster than any one in the
family. 

Papa was very strict with us kids and expected the best of us. 

Lin often teased the girls with a pet toad.  Ottway had a hog nosed snake in his pocket. 

She repeats much of what is in book one. 

The land was south and west of Oklahoma City.  April 22, 1899 was the first Federal Land Opening into
Oklahoma territory.  She tells about Ed’s foot and the drawing. 

Ed earned some money by taking people to their claims for $1.50 he would haul 8 men in his wagon and
he cooked for them.  Now he was going to his own claim.  Papa and Mr. Edwards had gone ahead and
built a house for us.   

There was a well and a storm cellar and a privy, barns and corral.  The privy had a Sears and Roebuck
catalog.  The little stream was called Jack Holler. 

B.  Suffer Through

Many songs, not copied.  Even though he was not a preacher, folks brought their problems to papa.
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There were circuit-riding preachers who only came once a month, if the weather was favorable. 

Tells of all the daily routines. 

Nelson and I would fist fight.  Mama never complained.  We had little cash; momma showed us how to
find happiness on the prairie.  She showed us kids the birds and flowers.  Ethel and momma planted the
first garden.  They told the children stories about Pa Keyes. 

Ed was going to put in an orchard.  Link Van Vliet, Ira Davis, Bud Maxey and I will build a schoolhouse
said papa. 

Ethel and Ottway were eager to go to school.  Church and public meetings would be held in the
schoolhouse too. 

Papa told us of how Colonel Robert Dickenson, his grandfather received his estate for surveying
services rendered to the Crown, it was a colonial land grant signed by George III.  Papa’s father and all
his brothers grew up there except Thad. 

Colonel Robert was a breeder of fine horses.  There was fox hunting, an old English custom. Servants
cultivated fruit; wheat, corn, and flax, linen cloth was made on the premises, in Virginia.  Aunt Gizzie
was a mulatto and her husband Uncle Jim was much darker.  Their son was called Black Charlie because
Ed had a brother Charlie.  Black Charlie was Ed’s playmate. 

Ida talked to her plans and told them to grow.  A tornado came through killing humans and stock.  One
settler did not have insurance so Mr. Van Vliet and Ed gave him $20.00 each. Years later Ed received
the $20.00 in the mail. 

Fifteen settlers went to Pocasset to the Bell Telephone Company to ask to connect up to Pocasset.  They
had a ringing code and the Good Samaritan spirit prevailed.  Six short rings meant emergency. 

Mother delivered Nelson Edward all by herself.  He was early.  She had worked very hard that day
planting sweet potato slips.  He became my (Lima) charge to care for. 

C.  Miracles Do Happen

Ethel was very ill.  By the time the doctor came he said it was too late to operate.  She had been
unconscious for hours and her abdomen was dark.  Papa gave the six short rings for emergency on the
phone and asked for prayer.  A stranger came to the kitchen door and asked for a sandwich.  Mom asked
him in and made a sandwich.  He asked about her sadness and requested to see the child.  She took him
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into the dying child’s bed, he knelt briefly by the bed and momma stood weeping, when she raised her
eyes he was gone.  Papa asked if Ida had made the sandwich for him.  He went to Ethel and took her
hand and she opened her eyes and spoke.  The fever was dropping.  Thinking she was going to heaven
she began telling mamma how to divide up her playthings.  Her pulse was becoming normal and she was
sleeping peacefully.  When Dr. Paul came the next day, he said it must have been a miracle.   The
appendix appeared to have broken back into the large intestine.  He couldn’t believe his eyes, but Ida
knew that she had been visited by an angel.  She read many passages in the Bible where angels came to
earth to help humans.  It was like when Otis died and as Ida wept she felt a hand on her shoulder and it
was as though she knew she would be ale to have another son and she stopped crying within the year Ott
was born.  Nelson and Lima played together all the time and played tricks on the other children.  They
picked a lot of wild plums for Ida. 

D.  My Brother's Keeper

Lima found it quite a chore to watch out for Nelson.  His imagination on how to get into trouble was
boundless.  He became buddies because Lima likes being a Tom Boy.  Ethel also helped take care of
Lima.  Aunt Fanny and Uncle Claud lived nearby and had 4 children.  Thelma and Omie were Lima and
Nelson’s age. 

E.  Report Cards

When Nelson and Lima caused trouble Ida made them repeat the 23rd Psalm every hour for a number of
days except when they were sleeping.  We went on picnics at the banks of the Washita River and picked
plums there.  The schoolteacher had come from Chickasha and she roomed and boarded at our house.
She taught 67 kids but at report card time told us she was to marry and would not be back.  We were sad
because she made school and learning fun, even report cards. 

F.  Of Such is the Kingdom

Mr. Luther Burbank propagated every tree in Papa’s big orchard.  Papa was Sunday School
superintendent and led the singing.  If we said dad-gum, ding bust, or dog gone, our mouths were
washed out with soap.  Papa would not hire a man on his claim who swore or chewed tobacco.  He had
given up tobacco long ago.  He wouldn’t even have hard cider on the place.  He was also a deacon of the
church.  Mostly Bible verses on good behavior in this chapter. 
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G.  Empire Builders

There was a move to unit the Oklahoma Territory and the Indian Territory and perhaps make Oklahoma
the 46th state.  Ottway had been teasing Thelma so much Aunt Fanny wanted to move back to Yukon.
Toll, Omie, Hollie and Thelma were their children. 

Papa br4ings home a big Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary for a surprise. 

This is mostly about daily living, what they ate, etc.  Lima was 7. 

H.  Bringing in the Sheaves

They look up the word “damned”.  Nelson and Lima had heard a tipsy man say it at the election. 

Description of a revival meeting.  There was a lunch box auction to raise money for the school.  (Like in
the movie Oklahoma!)  Ottway became very difficult for Lima.  Lin was quiet but did not tease.
However, he would go along with what Ottway told him to do. 

She tells games, songs and chores of childhood.  Papa had terrible pain went by train to the hospital had
surgery for appendix but that was normal.  Another doctor said he had a gall stone attack and he was to
drink olive oil to prevent more. 

She tells games, songs and chores of childhood.   Papa had terrible pain, went by train to the hospital
had surgery for appendix but that was normal.  Another doctor said he had a gall stone attack and he was
to drink olive oil to prevent more. 

I.  Who is my Neighbor?

Papa became township assessor.  Lots about discipline, papa is gone a lot from home. 

J.  Papa's Orchards
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There is a lot about what they ate in this chapter, and the harvesting of the apples and the seasons.  Ethel
was 17 and when Ott teased her so much she shut a door on his hand.  He l0ost part of a finger, but the
nail grew back in such a way he used it as a weapon and thumped the kids on the head more and more. 

Grandma Keyes tells of her younger days and how she married Joel (this is a repeat of info in book one
almost as if Lima did a re-write). 

K.  Storks and Old Maids

Jessie sent Koran a card with a stork on it and mentioned he would be flying their way in the month of
February.  Leon was born in February and momma had not had a baby in 10 years and she got well
slowly.  He was named Leon Arcadia.  Papa wanted him to be named Ponce de Leon, but they shortened
it to Leon. 

L.  Clod Hoppers

Little Hollie (Claud and Fanny’s child) died.  Everything reminds aunt Fanny of Hollie so they sold and
moved to Yukon.  Grandma Keyes sold them the north 80 of her claim. 

Mr. Van Vliet, our neighbor to the northwest bought their house that they left.  There was a rumor one
of his sons was to marry and live there. 

Lima asked Ethel about it and she said it’s none of your business.  Nelson said he saw Arthur making
sheep eyes at Ethel.  Mr. Finlay asked to take Ethel home.  When he came, Nelson and Lima hid trying
to hear what he had to say to Ethel. 

There is a repeat of almost losing Nelson as in book one during the blizzard.  Mr. Van Vliet helped
search for him. 

Aunt Fanny wanted Ethel to come live with them in Yukon where she could go on with her education.
Fanny had a new baby girl LaNeve and she knew Ethel loved to take care of babies. 

Ottway was sent to the high school instead of Ethel but he soon came home as the other kids made fun
of his clothes and called him Clod Hopper.  He also said he knew more about farming than the teacher
did.  Instead of going to live with Aunt Fanny he went to live in Tulsa with Uncle Ott’s.  The school was
in Stillwater.  Uncle Ott had a big house and had oil investments and at one time was a millionaire but
lost it all. 
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M.  How Dear to My Heart

How Dear to My Heart 

There is more about farming, Ed is disappointed in Ott.  Ott tells Nelson he is going to get a job in the
city first chance he gets.  Nelson knows Lin will follow Ott. 

N.  You Can't Take It with You

Victor was coming to visit Ethel.  Line, Ott, Nelson and Lima plot to scare Victor away; which they do.
They use Leon to say something about breast-feeding. 

Ethel suggests that she will get the mail instead of Lima.  Nelson and Lima find out why.  Ethel goes
toward the house that Mr. Van Vliet built to meet Arthur who is running the cultivator.  In fall Ethel
goes to live with Fanny’s family and get a higher education in Yukon.  Arthur goes away for teacher’s
training.  Ott predicts that she won’t like the city and will come home soon. 

Lima realizes she will be the next to go away for education and the old home just won’t be the same.
She doesn’t want to leave her beloved prairie but realizes you can’t take it with you. 

O.  Good Bye Sis!  Good By!

Nelson waved good bye as Papa took Lima in the wagon toward her higher education.  It was her turn.
Ethel and Arthur were married now and had had sadness over the loss of their little boy Arthur Lee.  He
was laid to rest beside Hollie.  Lima was off to her education. 
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Ancestor Report - Lima Dickenson

1. Lima Dickenson was born Private. She was the daughter of Edward L Dickenson and Ida May Keyes.

2. Edward L Dickenson was born Dec 9, 1870, in ,,Virginia,1 died 1966, in ,,Oklahoma.1 He was the
son of Oscar F. Dickenson and Martha (Mattie) Province. He married Ida May Keyes1 Jan 15, 1892, in
Yukon, Oklahoma.1 She was the daughter of Joel Parks Keyes and Mary Serena Fairley.

Children of Edward L Dickenson and Ida May Keyes:

i. Leon Dickenson
ii. Lima Dickenson, born Private.

iii. Lynn Dickenson, born Private.
iv. Ottway Dickenson
v. Nelson Dickenson

vi. Ethel Fanny Dickenson, born Sep 23, 1893, in Whitewright, Texas,1 died 1981, in
,,California.1

3. Ida May Keyes was born Dec 11, 1872, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1957, in ,,CA.1 She was the
daughter of Joel Parks Keyes and Mary Serena Fairley. She married Edward L Dickenson1 Jan 15, 1892,
in Yukon, Oklahoma.1 He was the son of Oscar F. Dickenson and Martha (Mattie) Province.

4. Oscar F. Dickenson was born Apr 15, 1849, in Lebonon, Russell County, Virginia,1 died Jun 6, 1911,
in Tulsa, Oklahoma.1 He was the son of Caleb Hawkins and Evaline Sargent. He married Martha
(Mattie) Province1 Jun 15, 1868, in ,,VA.1

Children of Oscar F. Dickenson and Martha (Mattie) Province:

i. Caleb H Dickenson, born Mar 22, 1869.1

ii. Edward L Dickenson, born Dec 9, 1870, in ,,Virginia,1 died 1966, in ,,Oklahoma.1

iii. Charlie Dickenson, born Oct 28, 1873.1

iv. W Ottway Dickenson, born Jul 8, 1875.1

v. Frank T Dickenson, born Apr 11, 1878.1

vi. Claude Fraizer Dickenson, born Sep 26, 1880, in ,Russell Co., Virginia,1 died Oct
9, 1958, in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.1

vii. Oscar F Dickenson, born Nov 25, 1889.1

viii. Thadus T Dickenson, born Sep 14, 1892.1

5. Martha (Mattie) Province was born May 31, 1849, in ,Jefferson County, Tenn.,1 died Feb 12, 1917,
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in Merrit, Hunt County, Texas.1 She married (1) Riggs.1 She married (2) Oscar F. Dickenson1 Jun 15,
1868, in ,,VA.1 He was the son of Caleb Hawkins and Evaline Sargent.

6. Joel Parks Keyes was born Feb 21, 1838, in Princeton, Illinois,1 died Mar 20, 1897, in Yukon,
Canadian Co., Oklahoma,1 buried in Yukon, Oklahoma.1 He was the son of Lucius Morgan Keyes and 
Loretta Holmes. He married Mary Serena Fairley1 Feb 29, 1872, in Princeton, Mercer Co., Missouri.1

She was the daughter of B. Benjamin Fairley and Mary Ann Pruitt.

[Messamor.ged]

Joel Parks is listed as being from Lucas Co., Iowa on his marriage record. Died of Heart disease.

Children of Joel Parks Keyes and Mary Serena Fairley:

i. Ida May Keyes, born Dec 11, 1872, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1957, in ,,CA.1

ii. Alta Dale Keyes, born Mar 18, 1875, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1949.1

iii. Ella Nora Keyes, born Sep 26, 1877, in Cameron, Missouri,1 died Feb 23, 1965.1

iv. Fannie Bell Keyes, born Jan 22, 1880, in Cameron, Marshall Co., Missouri,1 died
Aug 15, 1967, in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.1

v. Mary Jessie Keyes, born Nov 23, 1882, in Cameron, Marshall Co., Missouri,1 died
1964.1

vi. Lucius Benjamin Keyes, born Jul 14, 1885, in Colwich, Kansas,1 died Dec 12,
1901.1

vii. Joel Koran Keyes, born Jul 7, 1888, in Colwich, Kansas,1 died Jun 17, 1969.1

viii. Loretta Holmes Keyes, born Mar 19, 1893, in Yukon, Oklahoma,1 died Feb 12,
1897.1

7. Mary Serena Fairley was born Jul 4, 1852, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died Nov 17, 1931, in Yukon,
Oklahoma.1 She was the daughter of B. Benjamin Fairley and Mary Ann Pruitt. She married Joel Parks
Keyes1 Feb 29, 1872, in Princeton, Mercer Co., Missouri.1 He was the son of Lucius Morgan Keyes and 
Loretta Holmes.

8. Caleb Hawkins was born 1823,1 died 1898.1 He was the son of Lowry Hawkins and Sarah. He
married (1) Evaline Sargent.1 He married (2) Jane.1

Children of Caleb Hawkins and Evaline Sargent:

i. Oscar F. Dickenson, born Apr 15, 1849, in Lebonon, Russell County, Virginia,1

died Jun 6, 1911, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.1

9. Evaline Sargent was born 1822, in ,,N.C.?.1 She married (1) Caleb Hawkins.1 He was the son of 
Lowry Hawkins and Sarah. She married (2) Robert Dickenson.1
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12. Lucius Morgan Keyes was born Feb 22, 1814, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Sep 2, 1852, in Princeton,
Illinois,1 buried in Pioneer Cem., Dover, Illinois.1 He was the son of Joel Keyes and Mary Parks. He
married Loretta Holmes1 May 31, 1837, in Gouverneur, New York.1

[Messamor.ged]

Lucius moved to Illinois soon after his marriage to Loretta Holmes in 1837.  He lived in Princeton and
Dover. Died of Cholera in Princeton, Illinois 9/2/1852

Children of Lucius Morgan Keyes and Loretta Holmes:

i. Joel Parks Keyes, born Feb 21, 1838, in Princeton, Illinois,1 died Mar 20, 1897, in
Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.1

ii. Susan Josephine Keyes, born Feb 3, 1841, in Princeton, Illinois.1

iii. Issac Holmes Keyes, born Mar 21, 1847.1

iv. Mary Gertrude Keyes, born Apr 25, 1850, in Berlin, Bureau Co., Illinois,1 died
Oct 21, 1850.1

v. Ellen Maria Keyes, born Nov 10, 1851, in Berlin, Bureau Co., Illinois,1 died Sep
16, 1852.1

13. Loretta Holmes was born Jun 11, 1815,1 died Aug 28, 1852, in Berlin, Bureau Co., Illinois.1 She
married Lucius Morgan Keyes1 May 31, 1837, in Gouverneur, New York.1 He was the son of Joel Keyes
and Mary Parks.

[Messamor.ged]

Died of Cholera in Princeton, Illinois 8/28/1852

14. B. Benjamin Fairley was born Mar 7, 1823,1 died Jun 26, 1906.1 He married (1) L. J. Harper.1 He
married (2) Mary Ann Pruitt1 Jul 28, 1842.1

Children of B. Benjamin Fairley and Mary Ann Pruitt:

i. John Conlas Fairley, born Oct 13, 1848,1 died Jan 16, 1849.1

ii. Louis Tillery Fairley, born Oct 14, 1849,1 died Aug 20, 1853.1

iii. Mary Serena Fairley, born Jul 4, 1852, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died Nov 17,
1931, in Yukon, Oklahoma.1

iv. Melissa Ann Fairley, born Aug 18, 1854.1

v. Harriett Rebecca Fairley, born Jan 9, 1857.1

vi. Rosetta Clementine Fairley, born Nov 9, 1859,1 died Jun 26, 1914.1

vii. Eliza Jane Fairley, born Feb 3, 1862.1

15. Mary Ann Pruitt was born Sep 13, 1825,1 died Mar 17, 1864.1 She married B. Benjamin Fairley1 Jul
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28, 1842.1

16. Lowry Hawkins married Sarah.1

Children of Lowry Hawkins and Sarah:

i. Caleb Hawkins, born 1823,1 died 1898.1

17. ____ Sarah married Lowry Hawkins.1

24. Joel Keyes was born Sep 10, 1785, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Mar 22, 1875.1 He was the son of 
Israel Keyes and Abigail Lowell. He married (1) Mary Parks1 Dec 15, 1812.1 He married (2) Susan
Kittridge1 Mar 22, 1819.1

[Messamor.ged]

Joel moved to Gouverneur, New York in 1819. Joel moved to Lee Co., Illinois in 1851.  He also lived in
Avon and Abigdon. Joel moved to Fornas Co. Nebraska in 1873.

Children of Joel Keyes and Mary Parks:

i. Lucius Morgan Keyes, born Feb 22, 1814, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Sep 2, 1852,
in Princeton, Illinois.1

ii. Marshall Mortimer Keyes, born Feb 12, 1816, in Putney, Vermont.1

Children of Joel Keyes and Susan Kittridge:

i. Roswell Keyes, born Aug 19, 1820,1 died Aug 31, 1820.1

ii. Royal Proctor Keyes, born Aug 6, 1821.1

iii. Elton Keyes, born Nov 23, 1830,1 died May 3, 1832.1

iv. Ellen Keyes, born Nov 23, 1830,1 died May 26, 1854.1

v. Stephen Kittridge Keyes, born Apr 20, 1836.1

25. Mary Parks was born Nov 27, 1790,1 died Sep 4, 1818.1 She married Joel Keyes1 Dec 15, 1812.1 He
was the son of Israel Keyes and Abigail Lowell.

48. Israel Keyes was born Feb 1, 1756, in Westford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1 He was the son of 
Daniel Keyes and Abigail Proctor. He married Abigail Lowell1 1779, in Washington, New Hampshire.1

Children of Israel Keyes and Abigail Lowell:

i. Ezra Keyes, born 1779.1

ii. Abigail Keyes, born May 19, 1780, in Washington, New Hampshire,1 died 1866.1
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iii. Daniel Keyes, born Feb 22, 1782, in Washington, New Hampshire,1 died 1876.1

iv. Israel Keyes, born Apr 15, 1784, in Washington, New Hampshire,1 died 1873.1

v. Joel Keyes, born Sep 10, 1785, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Mar 22, 1875.1

vi. Asa Keyes, born May 30, 1787, in Putney, Vermont.1

vii. Sally Keyes, born Mar 8, 1789.1

viii. Lucy Keyes, born Mar 8, 1789.1

ix. James Keyes, born Jul 28, 1793, in Putney, Vermont,1 died 1862.1

49. Abigail Lowell died Oct 7, 1833.1 She married Israel Keyes1 1779, in Washington, New Hampshire.1

He was the son of Daniel Keyes and Abigail Proctor.

96. Daniel Keyes was born Nov 30, 1731, in Westford, Massachusetts,1 died Apr 1, 1814, in Putney,
Vermont,1 buried in East Cem., Putney, Vermont.1 He was the son of Moses jr. Keyes and Susanna
Stratton. He married Abigail Proctor1 Sep 19, 1754, in Westford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1

Children of Daniel Keyes and Abigail Proctor:

i. Israel Keyes, born Feb 1, 1756, in Westford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1

ii. Jacob Keyes, born Feb 4, 1758, in Westford, Massachusetts.1

iii. Jonas Keyes, born Aug 31, 1760, in Townsend, Massachusetts,1 died 1840.1

iv. Asa Keyes, born 1762.1

v. William Keyes, born Nov 1766,1 died 1849.1

vi. Sally Keyes, born 1770,1 died 1840.1

vii. Abel Keyes, born Sep 11, 1773,1 died 1843.1

97. Abigail Proctor died 1827, in Putney, Vermont,1 buried in East Cem., Putney, Vermont.1 She
married Daniel Keyes1 Sep 19, 1754, in Westford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1 He was the son of 
Moses jr. Keyes and Susanna Stratton.

192. Moses jr. Keyes was born Nov 24, 1695, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1 He was
the son of Moses Sr. Keyes and Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp. He married Susanna Stratton1 Jul 4, 1718, in
Concord, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1

Children of Moses jr. Keyes and Susanna Stratton:

i. Suaanna Keyes, born May 28, 1719.1

ii. Mary Keyes, born Dec 12, 1720.1

iii. Samuel Keyes, born Feb 17, 1722/23,1 died 1777.1

iv. David Keyes, born Jun 2, 1724.1

v. Hannah Keyes, born Jan 11, 1725/26.1

vi. Elizabeth Keyes, born Jan 3, 1727/28.1

vii. Ruth Keyes, born Dec 9, 1729.1

viii. Daniel Keyes, born Nov 30, 1731, in Westford, Massachusetts,1 died Apr 1, 1814,
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in Putney, Vermont.1

ix. Phebe Keyes, born Apr 23, 1734.1

x. Abigail Keyes, born May 18, 1736.1

xi. Tabitha Keyes, born May 27, 1738.1

xii. Sarah Keyes, born Apr 11, 1740.1

193. Susanna Stratton married Moses jr. Keyes1 Jul 4, 1718, in Concord, Middlesex Co.,
Massachusetts.1 He was the son of Moses Sr. Keyes and Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp.

384. Moses Sr. Keyes was born Mar 21, 1670/71, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., MA,1 died Jan 14,
1745/46, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1 He was the son of Solomon Keyes and Frances Grant. He
married Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp1 Jun 27, 1693, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1

[Messamor.ged]

Birth of Moses is not recorded but several times in the Chelmsford records Moses is referred to as being
the son of Solomon and Frances.

Children of Moses Sr. Keyes and Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp:

i. Jane Keyes, born Sep 24, 1694.1

ii. Moses jr. Keyes, born Nov 24, 1695, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co.,
Massachusetts.1

iii. Ezekiel Keyes, born Mar 19, 1698/99,1 died 1742.1

iv. Elizabeth Keyes, born May 14, 1702.1

v. Rachel Keyes, born Feb 8, 1707/8.1

vi. Zechariah Keyes, born Feb 18, 1712/13.1

385. Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp was born Jan 4, 1672/73, in Groton, Middlesex, MA,1 died Apr 14,
1768, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1 She married Moses Sr. Keyes1 Jun 27, 1693, in Chelmsford,
Middlesex, MA.1 He was the son of Solomon Keyes and Frances Grant.

768. Solomon Keyes was born about 1632, in England, christened Feb 6, 1623/24, in London, England,1

died Mar 28, 1702, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1 He married Frances Grant1 Oct 2,
1653, in Newbury, Essex, MA.1 She was the daughter of Thomas Grant and Jane Haburne.

[Messamor.ged]
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Children of Solomon Keyes and Frances Grant:

i. Febee Keyes
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ii. Stephen Keyes, died Feb 1713/14.1

iii. Hannah Keyes, born Sep 14, 1654, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1

iv. Sarah Keyes, born Aug 24, 1656, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1

v. Mary Keyes, born Sep 26, 1658, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1

vi. Jane Keyes, born Oct 5, 1660, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1

vii. Judith Keyes, born Sep 16, 1662, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1

viii. Solomon jr. Keyes, born Jun 24, 1665, in Billerica, Massachusetts.1

ix. Joseph Keyes, born May 24, 1667,1 died 1757.1

x. Ruth Keyes, born Apr 1669,1 died 1671.1

xi. Moses Sr. Keyes, born Mar 21, 1670/71, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., MA,1 died
Jan 14, 1745/46, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1

xii. John Keyes, born 1674,1 died 1768.1

769. Frances Grant was born Jun 12, 1634, in Cotttingham, Yorks, England,1 died 1708, in Rowley,
Essex, MA.1 She was the daughter of Thomas Grant and Jane Haburne. She married Solomon Keyes1

Oct 2, 1653, in Newbury, Essex, MA.1

1538. Thomas Grant was born Feb 12, 1600/1, in Hassle, Yorks, England,1 died 1643, in Rowley,
Essex, MA.1 He was the son of John Grant and Jane Watson. He married Jane Haburne1 Sep 12, 1624, in
Cottingham, Yorks, England.1 She was the daughter of Ralph Haburne and Maud or Magalena Jeckles
Jekyll.

Children of Thomas Grant and Jane Haburne:

i. Frances Grant, born Jun 12, 1634, in Cotttingham, Yorks, England,1 died 1708, in
Rowley, Essex, MA.1

1539. Jane Haburne was born Oct 10, 1602, in Cottingham, Yorks, England,1 died Feb 16, 1695/96, in
Cottingham, Yorks, England.1 She was the daughter of Ralph Haburne and Maud or Magalena Jeckles
Jekyll. She married Thomas Grant1 Sep 12, 1624, in Cottingham, Yorks, England.1 He was the son of 
John Grant and Jane Watson.

3076. John Grant was born in Hassie, Yorkshire, England,1 died Jul 22, 1593, in Cottingham, Yorks,
Yorkshire, England.1 He was the son of George Grant and Julian Clargennet. He married Jane Watson1

Jul 22, 1593, in Cottingham, Yorks, Yorkshire, England.1 She was the daughter of John Watson.

Children of John Grant and Jane Watson:

i. Thomas Grant, born Feb 12, 1600/1, in Hassle, Yorks, England,1 died 1643, in
Rowley, Essex, MA.1

3077. Jane Watson was born 1572, in Hassie, Yorkshire, England,1 died in England.1 She was the
daughter of John Watson. She married John Grant1 Jul 22, 1593, in Cottingham, Yorks, Yorkshire,
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England.1 He was the son of George Grant and Julian Clargennet.

3078. Ralph Haburne was born Jan 1, 1568/69, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England,1 died
Apr 17, 1630, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1 He was the son of John Haburne and 
Anna. He married Maud or Magalena Jeckles Jekyll1 Dec 2, 1593, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire,
England.1

Children of Ralph Haburne and Maud or Magalena Jeckles Jekyll:

i. Jane Haburne, born Oct 10, 1602, in Cottingham, Yorks, England,1 died Feb 16,
1695/96, in Cottingham, Yorks, England.1

3079. Maud or Magalena Jeckles Jekyll was born in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England,1 died
May 5, 1623, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1 She married Ralph Haburne1 Dec 2, 1593,
in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1 He was the son of John Haburne and Anna.

6152. George Grant was born about 1542, in Yorks, England.1 He married Julian Clargennet1 1567.1

Children of George Grant and Julian Clargennet:

i. John Grant, born in Hassie, Yorkshire, England,1 died Jul 22, 1593, in
Cottingham, Yorks, Yorkshire, England.1

6153. Julian Clargennet was born about 1548, in Yorks, England.1 She married George Grant1 1567.1

6154. John Watson was born 1546, in Ofttingham, Cottingham, Yorkshire, England.1

Children of John Watson and ____ ____:

i. Jane Watson, born 1572, in Hassie, Yorkshire, England,1 died in England.1

6156. John Haburne was born 1538, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England,1 died Feb 17,
1621/22, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1 He married Anna1 1563, in Cottingham, Yorks
Co, Yorkshire, England.1

Children of John Haburne and Anna:

i. Ralph Haburne, born Jan 1, 1568/69, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire,
England,1 died Apr 17, 1630, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1

6157. Anna ____ was born 1542, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1 She married John
Haburne1 1563, in Cottingham, Yorks Co, Yorkshire, England.1

Ancestor Report - Lima Dickenson
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Solomon Keyes Decendents

1. Solomon1 Keyes,1 born about 1632, in England, christened Feb 6, 1623/24, in London, England,1 died
Mar 28, 1702, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1 He married Frances Grant1 Oct 2, 1653, in
Newbury, Essex, MA.1 She was the daughter of Thomas Grant and Jane Haburne. Frances Grant was
born Jun 12, 1634, in Cotttingham, Yorks, England,1 died 1708, in Rowley, Essex, MA.1

[Messamor.ged]

Film 7315103  Sheet 43

Children of Solomon Keyes and Frances Grant:

i. Febee Keyes.  [Messamor.ged]

Daughter Febee might have been borne to Solomon and Frances.  Name is torn in
the record.

ii. Stephen Keyes, died Feb 1713/14.1 He married A. Robins.1  [Messamor.ged]

No birth record but Steven is listed in Solomon's will as being his youngest son.
iii. Hannah Keyes, born Sep 14, 1654, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1 She married

Blood.1

iv. Sarah Keyes, born Aug 24, 1656, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1 She married
Samuel Foster.1

v. Mary Keyes, born Sep 26, 1658, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1

vi. Jane Keyes, born Oct 5, 1660, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1 She married Samuel
Cleveland1 May 17, 1680.1

vii. Judith Keyes, born Sep 16, 1662, in Newbury, Massachusetts.1 She married
Foster.1

2 viii. Solomon jr. Keyes, born Jun 24, 1665, in Billerica, Massachusetts.1

ix. Joseph Keyes, born May 24, 1667,1 died 1757.1 He married Cleveland1 1690.1

x. Ruth Keyes, born Apr 1669,1 died 1671.1

3 xi. Moses Sr. Keyes, born Mar 21, 1670/71, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., MA,1 died
Jan 14, 1745/46, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1

xii. John Keyes, born 1674,1 died 1768.1 He married Eames1 1696.1

2. Solomon jr.2 Keyes1 (Solomon1), born Jun 24, 1665, in Billerica, Massachusetts.1 He married (1)
Mary.1 He married (2) Priscilla.1
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[Messamor.ged]

From "Papers by Mr. H.S. Perham," "Allen states thet 'The first English settlements made on the Indian
plantation were on the borders of Concord river, upon a plot of ground much resembling a heater, which
gave rise to the name Concord River Neck.' Here lived Solomon Keyes (son of Solomon and Frances,
(b. June 24, 1665,) as early as 1714 and his hardy son Solomon (b. May 11, 1701,) who later was one of
the heroes of the famous Lovewell's fight."

Children of Solomon jr. Keyes and Mary:

4 i. Elias Keyes, born Oct 17, 1692, in Chelmsford, Massachusetts,1 died Feb 22,
1767.1

ii. Hannah Keyes, born Jan 28, 1697/98.1

iii. Henry Keyes, born Jan 23, 1698/99.1

iv. Solomon Keyes, born May 11, 1701.1

v. Eunice Keyes, born Dec 17, 1704.1

vi. Ruth Keyes, born Jun 8, 1707.1

Children of Solomon jr. Keyes and Priscilla:

5 i. Zebediah Keyes, born Jan 11, 1709/10.1

3. Moses Sr.2 Keyes1 (Solomon1), born Mar 21, 1670/71, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co., MA,1 died Jan
14, 1745/46, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1 He married Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp1 Jun 27, 1693, in
Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1 Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp was born Jan 4, 1672/73, in Groton,
Middlesex, MA,1 died Apr 14, 1768, in Chelmsford, Middlesex, MA.1

[Messamor.ged]

Birth of Moses is not recorded but several times in the Chelmsford records Moses is referred to as being
the son of Solomon and Frances.

Children of Moses Sr. Keyes and Mehetabel (Mabel) Kemp:

i. Jane Keyes, born Sep 24, 1694.1

6 ii. Moses jr. Keyes, born Nov 24, 1695, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co.,
Massachusetts.1

iii. Ezekiel Keyes, born Mar 19, 1698/99,1 died 1742.1 He married Abigail Barret1

1727.1

iv. Elizabeth Keyes, born May 14, 1702.1 She married Satle.1

v. Rachel Keyes, born Feb 8, 1707/8.1

vi. Zechariah Keyes, born Feb 18, 1712/13.1

Solomon Keyes Decendents
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4. Elias3 Keyes1 (Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Oct 17, 1692, in Chelmsford, Massachusetts,1 died Feb
22, 1767.1 He married Mary.1 Mary  died Nov 27, 1753.1

Children of Elias Keyes and Mary:

7 i. Ephraim Keyes, born Jul 5, 1715, in Chelmsford, Massachusetts.1

ii. Stephen Keyes, born Jul 15, 1717, in Chelmsford, Massachusetts.1

8 iii. Sampson Keyes, born Nov 21, 1719.1

iv. Mary Keyes, born Jan 19, 1720/21.1

v. Zechariah Keyes, born Jan 5, 1722/23.1

vi. Solomon Keyes, born Jul 15, 1728.1

5. Zebediah3 Keyes1 (Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Jan 11, 1709/10.1 He married Mary.1

Children of Zebediah Keyes and Mary:

9 i. Daniel Keyes, born Jun 4, 1741.1

6. Moses jr.3 Keyes1 (Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Nov 24, 1695, in Chelmsford, Middlesex Co.,
Massachusetts.1 He married Susanna Stratton1 Jul 4, 1718, in Concord, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1

Children of Moses jr. Keyes and Susanna Stratton:

i. Suaanna Keyes, born May 28, 1719.1

ii. Mary Keyes, born Dec 12, 1720.1

iii. Samuel Keyes, born Feb 17, 1722/23,1 died 1777.1

10 iv. David Keyes, born Jun 2, 1724.1

v. Hannah Keyes, born Jan 11, 1725/26.1

vi. Elizabeth Keyes, born Jan 3, 1727/28.1

vii. Ruth Keyes, born Dec 9, 1729.1

11 viii. Daniel Keyes, born Nov 30, 1731, in Westford, Massachusetts,1 died Apr 1, 1814,
in Putney, Vermont.1

ix. Phebe Keyes, born Apr 23, 1734.1

x. Abigail Keyes, born May 18, 1736.1

xi. Tabitha Keyes, born May 27, 1738.1

xii. Sarah Keyes, born Apr 11, 1740.1

7. Ephraim4 Keyes1 (Elias3, Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Jul 5, 1715, in Chelmsford, Massachusetts.1

He married Sarah Wadkins1 in Ashford, Conneticut.1

Children of Ephraim Keyes and Sarah Wadkins:

i. John Keyes.
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ii. Sally Keyes.
iii. Joseph Keyes.  [Messamor.ged]

Died of measles contracted in the Revolutionary was.
iv. Heiress Keyes. She married Henry Coffeen.1

v. Henry Keyes, died May 25, 1792.1

12 vi. William Keyes, born Oct 1740, in Ashford, Conneticut,1 died Apr 21, 1813.1

vii. Edward Keyes, born 1746,1 died Jul 24, 1823, in Acworth, New Hampshire.1

viii. Jonas Keyes, born 1748,1 died Jul 8, 1820, in Acworth, New Hampshire.1

ix. Hannah Keyes, born Jan 20, 1754.1

13 x. Frederic Keyes, born 1758,1 died Apr 30, 1785.1

xi. Amos Keyes, born 1761,1 died Aug 30, 1820, in Acworth, New Hampshire.1

8. Sampson4 Keyes1 (Elias3, Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Nov 21, 1719.1 He married Abigail Brooks.1

Abigail Brooks was born in Ashford, Conneticut.1

[Messamor.ged]

Died by drowning

Children of Sampson Keyes and Abigail Brooks:

i. Zachary Keyes.  [Messamor.ged]

Was a surgeon in the army.  Died of small pox on board a British prison ship where
he was a prisoner.

ii. Olive Keyes. She married Weeks.1

iii. Abigail Keyes. She married Hall.1

iv. Avis Keyes. She married Bullard.1

9. Daniel4 Keyes1 (Zebediah3, Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Jun 4, 1741.1 He married Abial.1

Children of Daniel Keyes and Abial:

i. Molly Keyes, born Jul 29, 1770.1

10. David4 Keyes1 (Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Jun 2, 1724.1 He married (1) Mary.1 Mary
died Aug 23, 1758.1 He married (2) Sarah Bradley1 1792.1

Children of David Keyes and Mary:

i. Samuel Keyes, born Jul 31, 1747, in Westford, Massachusetts.1

ii. Mary Keyes, born Jun 17, 1749, in Westford, Massachusetts,1 died Aug 17, 1758.1
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iii. John Keyes, born Oct 6, 1753, in Westford, Massachusetts,1 died Aug 17, 1758.1

iv. David Keyes, born Apr 22, 1758, in Westford, Massachusetts,1 died Aug 10, 1758.1

Children of David Keyes and Sarah Bradley:

i. Patty Keyes, born 1793.1

ii. Sarah Keyes, born 1795.1

iii. Ebenezer Keyes, born 1797.1

iv. Susanna Keyes, born 1801.1

11. Daniel4 Keyes1 (Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Nov 30, 1731, in Westford, Massachusetts,1

died Apr 1, 1814, in Putney, Vermont,1 buried in East Cem., Putney, Vermont.1 He married Abigail
Proctor1 Sep 19, 1754, in Westford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1 Abigail Proctor  died 1827, in
Putney, Vermont,1 buried in East Cem., Putney, Vermont.1

Children of Daniel Keyes and Abigail Proctor:

14 i. Israel Keyes, born Feb 1, 1756, in Westford, Middlesex Co., Massachusetts.1

ii. Jacob Keyes, born Feb 4, 1758, in Westford, Massachusetts.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died in infancy.
iii. Jonas Keyes, born Aug 31, 1760, in Townsend, Massachusetts,1 died 1840.1 He

married Bridget Reed1 1784, in Westford, Massachusetts.1

iv. Asa Keyes, born 1762.1 He married Hutch.1

v. William Keyes, born Nov 1766,1 died 1849.1 He married Nichols.1

vi. Sally Keyes, born 1770,1 died 1840.1 She married Lowell.1

vii. Abel Keyes, born Sep 11, 1773,1 died 1843.1 He married Nichols.1

12. William5 Keyes1 (Ephraim4, Elias3, Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Oct 1740, in Ashford, Conneticut,1

died Apr 21, 1813.1 He married Hannah Scarborough1 1767.1 Hannah Scarborough was born Sep 18,
1744,1 died Feb 26, 1808.1

[Messamor.ged]

Was in the Revolutionary war.

Children of William Keyes and Hannah Scarborough:

i. Huldah Keyes, born Feb 6, 1768, in Ashford, Conneticut.1

ii. Philharma Keyes, born Apr 11, 1769, in Acworth, New Hampshire,1 died Mar
1772, in Ashford, Conneticut.1

iii. Frederic Keyes, born Feb 21, 1771.1

iv. Stephen Keyes, born Apr 21, 1772.1
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15 v. Perley Keyes, born Feb 24, 1774.1

vi. Miriam Keyes, born Jan 23, 1776.1

vii. William Keyes, born Sep 18, 1777.1

viii. Sally Keyes, born Jul 16, 1779.1

ix. Ephraim Keyes, born May 17, 1781.1

x. Andrew Keyes, born Jun 11, 1783,1 died Jun 27, 1803, in Holland Purchase, New
York.1

xi. John Keyes, born Sep 11, 1785,1 died Dec 1, 1840.1

13. Frederic5 Keyes1 (Ephraim4, Elias3, Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born 1758,1 died Apr 30, 1785.1 He
married Sarah Grout.1

Children of Frederic Keyes and Sarah Grout:

i. Frederick Keyes, christened Jun 23, 1785.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died young.

14. Israel5 Keyes1 (Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Feb 1, 1756, in Westford, Middlesex
Co., Massachusetts.1 He married Abigail Lowell1 1779, in Washington, New Hampshire.1 Abigail
Lowell  died Oct 7, 1833.1

Children of Israel Keyes and Abigail Lowell:

i. Ezra Keyes, born 1779.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died in infancy.
ii. Abigail Keyes, born May 19, 1780, in Washington, New Hampshire,1 died 1866.1

She married (1) Gilson.1 She married (2) Parker.1

iii. Daniel Keyes, born Feb 22, 1782, in Washington, New Hampshire,1 died 1876.1 He
married Foster.1

iv. Israel Keyes, born Apr 15, 1784, in Washington, New Hampshire,1 died 1873.1 He
married (1) Grout.1 He married (2) Lincoln.1

16 v. Joel Keyes, born Sep 10, 1785, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Mar 22, 1875.1

vi. Asa Keyes, born May 30, 1787, in Putney, Vermont.1 He married Britton.1

vii. Sally Keyes, born Mar 8, 1789.1 She married (1) Miller.1 She married (2)
Wordsworth.1

viii. Lucy Keyes, born Mar 8, 1789.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died in infancy.
ix. James Keyes, born Jul 28, 1793, in Putney, Vermont,1 died 1862.1 He married

Houghton.1
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15. Perley6 Keyes1 (William5, Ephraim4, Elias3, Solomon jr.2, Solomon1), born Feb 24, 1774.1 He married
Lucinda White.1

Children of Perley Keyes and Lucinda White:

i. Perley G. Keyes, born 1798.1

16. Joel6 Keyes1 (Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Sep 10, 1785, in Putney,
Vermont,1 died Mar 22, 1875.1 He married (1) Mary Parks1 Dec 15, 1812.1 Mary Parks was born Nov 27,
1790,1 died Sep 4, 1818.1 He married (2) Susan Kittridge1 Mar 22, 1819.1 Susan Kittridge was born Dec
5, 1795,1 died Jul 15, 1849.1

[Messamor.ged]

Joel moved to Gouverneur, New York in 1819. Joel moved to Lee Co., Illinois in 1851.  He also lived in
Avon and Abigdon. Joel moved to Fornas Co. Nebraska in 1873.

Children of Joel Keyes and Mary Parks:

17 i. Lucius Morgan Keyes, born Feb 22, 1814, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Sep 2, 1852,
in Princeton, Illinois.1

ii. Marshall Mortimer Keyes, born Feb 12, 1816, in Putney, Vermont.1 He married
McDonnell.1

Children of Joel Keyes and Susan Kittridge:

i. Roswell Keyes, born Aug 19, 1820,1 died Aug 31, 1820.1

ii. Royal Proctor Keyes, born Aug 6, 1821.1 He married Austin.1

iii. Elton Keyes, born Nov 23, 1830,1 died May 3, 1832.1

iv. Ellen Keyes, born Nov 23, 1830,1 died May 26, 1854.1 She married Ethan O.
Whitaker1 Nov 23, 1853.1

v. Stephen Kittridge Keyes, born Apr 20, 1836.1 He married Edom.1

17. Lucius Morgan7 Keyes1 (Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Feb 22,
1814, in Putney, Vermont,1 died Sep 2, 1852, in Princeton, Illinois,1 buried in Pioneer Cem., Dover,
Illinois.1 He married Loretta Holmes1 May 31, 1837, in Gouverneur, New York.1 Loretta Holmes was
born Jun 11, 1815,1 died Aug 28, 1852, in Berlin, Bureau Co., Illinois.1

[Messamor.ged]

Lucius moved to Illinois soon after his marriage to Loretta Holmes in 1837.  He lived in Princeton and
Dover. Died of Cholera in Princeton, Illinois 9/2/1852
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[Messamor.ged]

Died of Cholera in Princeton, Illinois 8/28/1852

Children of Lucius Morgan Keyes and Loretta Holmes:

18 i. Joel Parks Keyes, born Feb 21, 1838, in Princeton, Illinois,1 died Mar 20, 1897, in
Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.1

ii. Susan Josephine Keyes, born Feb 3, 1841, in Princeton, Illinois.1

iii. Issac Holmes Keyes, born Mar 21, 1847.1

iv. Mary Gertrude Keyes, born Apr 25, 1850, in Berlin, Bureau Co., Illinois,1 died
Oct 21, 1850.1

v. Ellen Maria Keyes, born Nov 10, 1851, in Berlin, Bureau Co., Illinois,1 died Sep
16, 1852.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died of Cholera in Princeton, Illinois 9/16/1852

18. Joel Parks8 Keyes1 (Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born
Feb 21, 1838, in Princeton, Illinois,1 died Mar 20, 1897, in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma,1 buried in
Yukon, Oklahoma.1 He married Mary Serena Fairley1 Feb 29, 1872, in Princeton, Mercer Co., Missouri.1

She was the daughter of B. Benjamin Fairley and Mary Ann Pruitt. Mary Serena Fairley was born Jul 4,
1852, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died Nov 17, 1931, in Yukon, Oklahoma.1

[Messamor.ged]

Joel Parks is listed as being from Lucas Co., Iowa on his marriage record. Died of Heart disease.

Children of Joel Parks Keyes and Mary Serena Fairley:

19 i. Ida May Keyes, born Dec 11, 1872, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1957, in ,,CA.1

20 ii. Alta Dale Keyes, born Mar 18, 1875, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1949.1

iii. Ella Nora Keyes, born Sep 26, 1877, in Cameron, Missouri,1 died Feb 23, 1965.1

She married Charley W. Brown1 Aug 10, 1901.1

21 iv. Fannie Bell Keyes, born Jan 22, 1880, in Cameron, Marshall Co., Missouri,1 died
Aug 15, 1967, in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.1

22 v. Mary Jessie Keyes, born Nov 23, 1882, in Cameron, Marshall Co., Missouri,1 died
1964.1

vi. Lucius Benjamin Keyes, born Jul 14, 1885, in Colwich, Kansas,1 died Dec 12,
1901.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died in a hunting accident.
vii. Joel Koran Keyes, born Jul 7, 1888, in Colwich, Kansas,1 died Jun 17, 1969.1 He

married Jessie Harder1 Apr 16, 1911.1
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viii. Loretta Holmes Keyes, born Mar 19, 1893, in Yukon, Oklahoma,1 died Feb 12,
1897.1  [Messamor.ged]

Died as a result of a burn.

19. Ida May9 Keyes1 (Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, 
Solomon1), born Dec 11, 1872, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1957, in ,,CA.1 She married Edward L
Dickenson1 Jan 15, 1892, in Yukon, Oklahoma.1 He was the son of Oscar F. Dickenson and Martha
(Mattie) Province. Edward L Dickenson was born Dec 9, 1870, in ,,Virginia,1 died 1966, in ,,Oklahoma.1

Children of Ida May Keyes and Edward L Dickenson:

23 i. Leon Dickenson
ii. Lima Dickenson, born Private.

iii. Lynn Dickenson, born Private.
iv. Ottway Dickenson.
v. Nelson Dickenson.

24 vi. Ethel Fanny Dickenson, born Sep 23, 1893, in Whitewright, Texas,1 died 1981, in
,,California.1

20. Alta Dale9 Keyes1 (Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, 
Solomon1), born Mar 18, 1875, in Princeton, Missouri,1 died 1949.1 She married John C. Ewing1 May 3,
1891, in Yukon, Oklahoma.1

Children of Alta Dale Keyes and John C. Ewing:

i. Theo Ewing.

21. Fannie Bell9 Keyes1 (Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, 
Solomon1), born Jan 22, 1880, in Cameron, Marshall Co., Missouri,1 died Aug 15, 1967, in Yukon,
Canadian Co., Oklahoma,1 buried in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.1 She married Claude Fraizer
Dickenson1 Dec 23, 1898.1 He was the son of Oscar F. Dickenson and Martha (Mattie) Province. Claude
Fraizer Dickenson was born Sep 26, 1880, in ,Russell Co., Virginia,1 died Oct 9, 1958, in Yukon,
Canadian Co., Oklahoma,1 buried in Yukon, Oklahoma.1

Children of Fannie Bell Keyes and Claude Fraizer Dickenson:

25 i. Thelma Delores Dickenson, born Feb 6, 1900, in Elk City, Oklahoma,1 died Feb 7,
1934.1

26 ii. Omie Frazier Dickenson, born May 14, 1902,1 died Jul 1974, in Tulsa, OK.1

iii. Hollie Dickenson, born 1905,1 died Aug 30, 1909,1 buried in Pocasset, Oklahoma.1

[Messamor.ged]
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Hollie died of scarlet fever.
27 iv. Tolston Edward Dickenson, born Jun 27, 1908, in Pocasset, Oklahoma.1

28 v. Ila LeNeve Dickenson, born May 7, 1911, in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma,1

died Mar 2, 1999, in Norman, Cleveland Co., Oklahoma.
29 vi. Claudia Junette Dickenson, born Private.

22. Mary Jessie9 Keyes1 (Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, 
Solomon1), born Nov 23, 1882, in Cameron, Marshall Co., Missouri,1 died 1964.1 She married Guy W.
Brown1 Sep 22, 1901.1

Children of Mary Jessie Keyes and Guy W. Brown:

i. Mary Brown, born Private. She married Porch. Porch was born Private.

23. Leon10 Dickenson1 (Ida May Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, 
Moses Sr.2, Solomon1). He married Charlotte. Charlotte was born Private.

Children of Leon Dickenson and Charlotte:

i. Denny, born Private.

24. Ethel Fanny10 Dickenson1 (Ida May Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, 
Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Sep 23, 1893, in Whitewright, Texas,1 died 1981, in ,,California.1

She married Arthur Van Vliet1 Dec 24, 1916, in ,,OK.1 Arthur Van Vliet was born Dec 1, 1893, in
Joplin, Missouri,1 died Oct 27, 1972, in Bell, California.1

Children of Ethel Fanny Dickenson and Arthur Van Vliet:

i. Edward Van Vliet, born Private.
30 ii. Keith Van Vliet, born Private.

25. Thelma Delores10 Dickenson1 (Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, 
Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Feb 6, 1900, in Elk City, Oklahoma,1 died Feb 7, 1934,1

buried in Yukon, Oklahoma.1 She married Frank Ansel.1

[Messamor.ged]

Died of pneumonia

Children of Thelma Delores Dickenson and Frank Ansel:

31 i. Frank Nelson jr. Ansel, born Private.
32 ii. Claude Jacob Ansel, born Private.
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33 iii. Frances Nell Ansel, born Private.
34 iv. Carol Jane Ansel, born Feb 14, 1931,1 died Mar 2, 1995.1

v. Trenton Dick Ansel, born Jul 4, 1933,1 died Jul 30, 1933.1

26. Omie Frazier10 Dickenson1 (Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4,
Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born May 14, 1902,1 died Jul 1974, in Tulsa, OK.1 He married Velma
Irene Coyle1 Apr 1923.1 Velma Irene Coyle was born Apr 18, 1906, died Apr 1983, in Tulsa, OK.

Children of Omie Frazier Dickenson and Velma Irene Coyle:

35 i. Dixie Annabelle Dickenson, born Private.
36 ii. Beverly Jane Dickenson, born Private.
37 iii. Richard Coyle Dickenson, born Private.
38 iv. Patricia Lee Dickenson, born Private.

27. Tolston Edward10 Dickenson1 (Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, 
Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Jun 27, 1908, in Pocasset, Oklahoma.1 He married Hazel
M. Coln. Hazel M. Coln was born Private.

Children of Tolston Edward Dickenson and Hazel M. Coln:

39 i. Tollie Delores Dickenson, born Private.
40 ii. Karen Skye Dickenson, born Private.
41 iii. Paula Jean Dickenson, born Private.
42 iv. Larry Gayle Dickenson, born Private.

28. Ila LeNeve10 Dickenson1 (Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, 
Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born May 7, 1911, in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma,1 died Mar 2,
1999, in Norman, Cleveland Co., Oklahoma, buried in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma. She married
Oscar Messamore1 Jul 15, 1932.1 He was the son of Lawrence Franklin Messamore and Narcissis
Bethena Jane Teague. Oscar Messamore was born Oct 15, 1909, in Vinson, Harmon Co., Oklahoma,1

died Feb 17, 1995, in Norman, Cleveland Co., Oklahoma,1 buried in Yukon, Canadian Co., Oklahoma.

Children of Ila LeNeve Dickenson and Oscar Messamore:

43 i. Ila Kay Messamore, born Private.
44 ii. Jon Kent Messamore, born Private.

29. Claudia Junette10 Dickenson (Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, 
Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Lewellyn Warren. Lewellyn
Warren was born Private.
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Children of Claudia Junette Dickenson and Lewellyn Warren:

45 i. Steven Keyes Warren, born Private.
46 ii. Judith Ellen Warren, born Private.
47 iii. Claudia Jane Warren, born Private.
48 iv. Larry Lewellyn Warren, born Private.

30. Keith11 Van Vliet (Ethel Fanny Dickenson10, Ida May Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, 
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Eileen Wain. She was the
daughter of John Wain and Frances Lucille Ahrens. Eileen Wain was born Private.

Children of Keith Van Vliet and Eileen Wain:

49 i. Larry Van Vliet, born Private.
ii. Vicki Van Vliet, born Private.

31. Frank Nelson jr.11 Ansel (Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Lois. Lois
was born Private.

Children of Frank Nelson jr. Ansel and Lois:

50 i. Tracy Ann Ansel, born Private.
51 ii. Nelson jr. Frank, born Private.
52 iii. Stephna Jeanne Ansel, born Private.
53 iv. Thelma Delores Ansel, born Private.
54 v. Richard Lee Ansel, born Private.
55 vi. Robert Mark Ansel, born Private.

vii. James Vincent Ansel, born Private.

32. Claude Jacob11 Ansel (Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Eunice
Dubeck. Eunice Dubeck was born Private.

Children of Claude Jacob Ansel and Eunice Dubeck:

56 i. Claudia Jean Ansel, born Private.
57 ii. Ann Marie Ansel, born Private.
58 iii. Allison Ansel, born Private.

33. Frances Nell11 Ansel (Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7,
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Howard Blakemore
Stalnaker. Howard Blakemore Stalnaker was born Private.
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Children of Frances Nell Ansel and Howard Blakemore Stalnaker:

59 i. Steven Dickenson Stalnaker, born Private.
60 ii. Jane Ansel Stalnaker, born Private.
61 iii. Howard Kent Stalnaker, born Private.

34. Carol Jane11 Ansel1 (Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7,
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Feb 14, 1931,1 died Mar 2, 1995.1 She
married Ruben Aron Hutto. Ruben Aron Hutto was born Private.

Children of Carol Jane Ansel and Ruben Aron Hutto:

62 i. Linda Janice Hutto, born Private.
63 ii. Richard Allen Hutto, born Private.

iii. David Oscar Hutto, born Private.

35. Dixie Annabelle11 Dickenson (Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, 
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married William Gabell.
William Gabell was born Private.

Children of Dixie Annabelle Dickenson and William Gabell:

i. Liane Gabel, born Private.
ii. Kathleen Frazier Gabell, born Private.

iii. William jr. Gabell, born Private.
iv. Lisa Gabell, born Private.

36. Beverly Jane11 Dickenson (Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, 
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married James Robert Smith. James
Robert Smith was born Private.

Children of Beverly Jane Dickenson and James Robert Smith:

64 i. James Robert jr. Smith, born Private.
65 ii. Susan Jane Smith, born Private.

iii. Carole Anne Smith, born Private. She married Mitchell D MacLean. Mitchell D
MacLean was born Private.

iv. Brent Dickenson Smith, born Private.

37. Richard Coyle11 Dickenson (Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6,
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Jody Lindsay. Jody Lindsay
was born Private.
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Children of Richard Coyle Dickenson and Jody Lindsay:

66 i. Linda Dickenson, born Private.
ii. David Dickenson, born Private.

38. Patricia Lee11 Dickenson (Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, 
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Malcolm Eugene
McDonald. Malcolm Eugene McDonald was born Private.

Children of Patricia Lee Dickenson and Malcolm Eugene McDonald:

67 i. Debra Lee McDonald, born Private.
ii. Malcolm Robb McDonald, born Private. He married Becky Green. Becky Green

was born Private.
iii. Thomas Patrick McDonald, born Private.

39. Tollie Delores11 Dickenson (Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, 
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married (1) Gordon Conklin.
Gordon Conklin was born Private. She married (2) Lou Burnett. Lou Burnett was born Private.

Children of Tollie Delores Dickenson and Gordon Conklin:

68 i. Michael Conklin, born Private.
ii. Susan Conklin, born Private.

40. Karen Skye11 Dickenson (Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6,
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Richard Diers. Richard
Diers was born Private.

Children of Karen Skye Dickenson and Richard Diers:

i. Valor Diers, born Private. He married Es Bocanegra. Es Bocanegra was born
Private.

69 ii. Skye Diers, born Private.
iii. Leif Diers, born Private.
iv. Ganelon Diers, born Private.

41. Paula Jean11 Dickenson (Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, 
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married (1) Larry Johnson. Larry
Johnson was born Private. She married (2) Bob Lewis. Bob Lewis was born Private.
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Children of Paula Jean Dickenson and Larry Johnson:

i. Larry Johnson, born Private. He married Jan Perdue. Jan Perdue was born Private.
70 ii. Calvin Johnson, born Private.

iii. Brenda Johnson, born Private.
iv. Page Johnson, born Private. He married Melissa Hook. Melissa Hook was born

Private.

Children of Paula Jean Dickenson and Bob Lewis:

i. Rush Lewis, born Private.

42. Larry Gayle11 Dickenson (Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6,
Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married David Russell. David
Russell was born Private.

Children of Larry Gayle Dickenson and David Russell:

i. Robin Russell, born Private. She married Steven Jolly. Steven Jolly was born
Private.

ii. Shannon Russell, born Private.
iii. Shelly Russell, born Private.

43. Ila Kay11 Messamore (Ila LeNeve Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, 
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Thomas McGuire
Littlepage. Thomas McGuire Littlepage was born Private.

Children of Ila Kay Messamore and Thomas McGuire Littlepage:

71 i. Thomas McGuire jr. Littlepage, born Private.
ii. Joseph Kent Littlepage, born Private.

iii. Scott Frazier Littlepage, born Sep 24, 1961,1 died Sep 28, 1961.1

44. Jon Kent11 Messamore (Ila LeNeve Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, 
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Regine Agnes Gaudet.
She was the daughter of Joseph Anselme Ulysse Gaudet and Florence Marie Boudreau. Regine Agnes
Gaudet was born Private.

Children of Jon Kent Messamore and Regine Agnes Gaudet:

72 i. Tisha Lee Messamore, born Private.
ii. Kevin Wade Messamore, born Private. He married Johanna Beth Patch. She was

the daughter of Charles Patch and Gale. Johanna Beth Patch was born Private.
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45. Steven Keyes11 Warren (Claudia Junette Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Jacquelyn
Hyams. Jacquelyn Hyams was born Private.

Children of Steven Keyes Warren and Jacquelyn Hyams:

i. Kimberly Lee Warren, born Private.
ii. Leisa Diane Warren, born Private.

46. Judith Ellen11 Warren (Claudia Junette Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Forrest
Pearson. Forrest Pearson was born Private.

Children of Judith Ellen Warren and Forrest Pearson:

i. Stephen Christopher Pearson, born Apr 15, 1965,1 died Apr 18, 1965.1

ii. Kristi Pearson, born Private.
iii. Terri Pearson, born Private.
iv. Scott Pearson, born Private.

47. Claudia Jane11 Warren (Claudia Junette Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Paul Pipes.
Paul Pipes was born Private.

Children of Claudia Jane Warren and Paul Pipes:

i. Kelli Jane Pipes, born Private.
ii. Kimberly Pipes, born Private.

iii. Kerry June Pipes, born Private.

48. Larry Lewellyn11 Warren (Claudia Junette Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Mary
Patrice Meyers. Mary Patrice Meyers was born Private.

Children of Larry Lewellyn Warren and Mary Patrice Meyers:

i. Molly Ann Warren, born Private.
ii. Kate Dickenson Warren, born Private.

iii. Emily Anderson Warren, born Private.

49. Larry12 Van Vliet (Keith11, Ethel Fanny Dickenson10, Ida May Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, 
Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Kathy. Kathy was
born Private.
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Children of Larry Van Vliet and Kathy:

i. Celeste Van Vliet, born Private.

50. Tracy Ann12 Ansel (Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8,
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married
Gene Russin. Gene Russin was born Private.

Children of Tracy Ann Ansel and Gene Russin:

73 i. Shawn Russin, born Private.
ii. David, born Private.

51. Nelson jr.12 Frank (Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8,
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married (1)
Patty. Patty was born Private. He married (2) Sarah. Sarah was born Private.

Children of Nelson jr. Frank and Patty:

i. Christopher Ansel, born Private. He married Dee. Dee was born Private.
ii. Phillip Ansel, born Private.

52. Stephna Jeanne12 Ansel (Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She
married (1) Gary Greene. Gary Greene was born Private. She married (2) Jack. Jack was born Private.
She married (3) Martin Sirkin. Martin Sirkin was born Private.

Children of Stephna Jeanne Ansel and Jack:

i. Dirk, born Private.

Children of Stephna Jeanne Ansel and Martin Sirkin:

i. Julian Sirkin, born Private.
ii. Rachael Sirkin, born Private.

53. Thelma Delores12 Ansel (Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She
married Ray. Ray was born Private.

Children of Thelma Delores Ansel and Ray:

i. Niko, born Private.
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ii. Amy, born Private.

54. Richard Lee12 Ansel (Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private.

Children of Richard Lee Ansel and ____ ____:

i. Christa, born Private.

55. Robert Mark12 Ansel (Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private.

Children of Robert Mark Ansel and ____ ____:

i. Robby, born Private.

Children of Robert Mark Ansel and ____ ____:

i. Kodiak, born Private.

56. Claudia Jean12 Ansel (Claude Jacob11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8,
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married
Montey Sneed. Montey Sneed was born Private.

Children of Claudia Jean Ansel and Montey Sneed:

i. Eric Sneed, born Private.
ii. Adam Sneed, born Private.

57. Ann Marie12 Ansel (Claude Jacob11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married
Charles Schmoker. Charles Schmoker was born Private.

Children of Ann Marie Ansel and Charles Schmoker:

i. Kali Schmoker, born Private.
ii. Jake Schmoker, born Private.

58. Allison12 Ansel (Claude Jacob11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Don
Crook. Don Crook was born Private.
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Children of Allison Ansel and Don Crook:

i. Michael Crook, born Private.

59. Steven Dickenson12 Stalnaker (Frances Nell Ansel11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell
Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born
Private. He married Glenda Houck. Glenda Houck was born Private.

Children of Steven Dickenson Stalnaker and Glenda Houck:

i. Michael Kent Stalnaker, born Private.
ii. Douglas Keyes Stalnaker, born Private.

60. Jane Ansel12 Stalnaker (Frances Nell Ansel11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She
married Mark Cameron Becnel. Mark Cameron Becnel was born Private.

Children of Jane Ansel Stalnaker and Mark Cameron Becnel:

i. Joseph Blakemore Becnel, born Private.
ii. Ashley Jane Becnel, born Private.

iii. Katherine Frances Becnel, born Private.

61. Howard Kent12 Stalnaker (Frances Nell Ansel11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, 
Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He
married Debbie Hallibaugh. Debbie Hallibaugh was born Private.

Children of Howard Kent Stalnaker and Debbie Hallibaugh:

i. Aubrey Rene Stalnaker, born Private.

62. Linda Janice12 Hutto (Carol Jane Ansel11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She
married (1) Randy Cato. Randy Cato was born Private. She married (2) Gary Hall. Gary Hall was born
Private.

Children of Linda Janice Hutto and Gary Hall:

i. Jason Hall, born Private.
ii. Kayla Hall, born Private.

iii. Jonathan Eric Hall, born Private.

63. Richard Allen12 Hutto (Carol Jane Ansel11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel
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Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He
married Kelly McDonald. Kelly McDonald was born Private.

Children of Richard Allen Hutto and Kelly McDonald:

i. Benjamine Hutto, born Private.
ii. Bryan Hutto, born Private.

64. James Robert jr.12 Smith (Beverly Jane Dickenson11, Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8,
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married
Patty. Patty was born Private.

Children of James Robert jr. Smith and Patty:

i. David Branson Smith, born Private.

65. Susan Jane12 Smith (Beverly Jane Dickenson11, Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Tim
Brown. Tim Brown was born Private.

Children of Susan Jane Smith and Tim Brown:

i. Maggie O'Sullivan Brown, born Private.
ii. Kate Dickenson Brown, born Private.

66. Linda12 Dickenson (Richard Coyle11, Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private.

Children of Linda Dickenson and ____ ____:

i. Kevin, born Private.
ii. Mathew, born Private.

iii. Andrew, born Private.

67. Debra Lee12 McDonald (Patricia Lee Dickenson11, Omie Frazier10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married Bill
Pritchett. Bill Pritchett was born Private.

Children of Debra Lee McDonald and Bill Pritchett:

i. Amie Pritchett, born Private.
ii. Emily Pritchett, born Private.
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68. Michael12 Conklin (Tollie Delores Dickenson11, Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private.

Children of Michael Conklin and ____ ____:

i. Jayna Conklin, born Private.

69. Skye12 Diers (Karen Skye Dickenson11, Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius
Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married Bill Dragoo.
Bill Dragoo was born Private.

Children of Skye Diers and Bill Dragoo:

i. Jake Dragoo, born Private.
ii. Ben Dragoo, born Private.

iii. Tucker Dragoo, born Private.

70. Calvin12 Johnson (Paula Jean Dickenson11, Tolston Edward10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. He married
Sherry. Sherry was born Private.

Children of Calvin Johnson and Sherry:

i. Stephanie Johnson, born Private.
ii. Dusty Ray Johnson, born Private.

iii. Montana Tol Johnson, born Private.

71. Thomas McGuire jr.12 Littlepage (Ila Kay Messamore11, Ila LeNeve Dickenson10, Fannie Bell
Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born
Private. He married Barbara Williams. Barbara Williams was born Private.

Children of Thomas McGuire jr. Littlepage and Barbara Williams:

i. Jennifer Rebecca Littlepage, born Private.
ii. Scott Thomas Littlepage, born Private.

72. Tisha Lee12 Messamore (Jon Kent11, Ila LeNeve Dickenson10, Fannie Bell Keyes9, Joel Parks8, 
Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born Private. She married
James Joseph Taylor. He was the son of Robert Taylor and Elizabeth. James Joseph Taylor was born
Private.
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Children of Tisha Lee Messamore and James Joseph Taylor:

i. Brynna Avery Taylor, born Private.
ii. Maeve Meaghan Taylor, born Private.

73. Shawn13 Russin (Tracy Ann Ansel12, Frank Nelson jr.11, Thelma Delores Dickenson10, Fannie Bell
Keyes9, Joel Parks8, Lucius Morgan7, Joel6, Israel5, Daniel4, Moses jr.3, Moses Sr.2, Solomon1), born
Private. She married Kurt Finken. Kurt Finken was born Private.

Children of Shawn Russin and Kurt Finken:

i. Anthoney Finken, born Private.
ii. Casel Finken, born Private.
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Sources and Endnotes

1.    Messamor.ged; Date of Import: Dec 4, 1999.
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Larry (Private - ), 76
Larry (Private - ), 77
Montana Tol (Private - ), 83
Page (Private - ), 77
Stephanie (Private - ), 83

Jolly
Steven (Private - ), 77

Kemp
Mehetabel (Mabel) (Jan 4, 1672/73 - Apr 14, 1768), 59, 60, 64

Keyes
Abel (Sep 11, 1773 - 1843), 59, 67
Abigail (May 18, 1736 - ), 60, 65
Abigail (May 19, 1780 - 1866), 58, 68
Abigail, 66
Alta Dale (Mar 18, 1875 - 1949), 56, 70, 71
Amos (1761 - Aug 30, 1820), 66
Andrew (Jun 11, 1783 - Jun 27, 1803), 68
Asa (1762 - ), 59, 67
Asa (May 30, 1787 - ), 59, 68
Avis, 66
Daniel (Feb 22, 1782 - 1876), 59, 68
Daniel (Jun 4, 1741 - ), 65, 66
Daniel (Nov 30, 1731 - Apr 1, 1814), 58, 59, 65, 67
David (Jun 2, 1724 - ), 59, 65, 66
David (Apr 22, 1758 - Aug 10, 1758), 67
Ebenezer (1797 - ), 67
Edward (1746 - Jul 24, 1823), 66
Elias (Oct 17, 1692 - Feb 22, 1767), 64, 65
Elizabeth (May 14, 1702 - ), 60, 64
Elizabeth (Jan 3, 1727/28 - ), 59, 65

Ella Nora (Sep 26, 1877 - Feb 23, 1965), 56, 70
Ellen (Nov 23, 1830 - May 26, 1854), 58, 69
Ellen Maria (Nov 10, 1851 - Sep 16, 1852), 57, 70
Elton (Nov 23, 1830 - May 3, 1832), 58, 69
Ephraim (Jul 5, 1715 - ), 65
Ephraim (May 17, 1781 - ), 68
Eunice (Dec 17, 1704 - ), 64
Ezekiel (Mar 19, 1698/99 - 1742), 60, 64
Ezra (1779 - ), 58, 68
Fannie Bell (Jan 22, 1880 - Aug 15, 1967), 56, 70, 71
Febee, 60, 63
Frederic (1758 - Apr 30, 1785), 66, 68
Frederic (Feb 21, 1771 - ), 67
Frederick, 68
Hannah (Sep 14, 1654 - ), 61, 63
Hannah (Jan 11, 1725/26 - ), 59, 65
Hannah (Jan 28, 1697/98 - ), 64
Hannah (Jan 20, 1754 - ), 66
Heiress, 66
Henry (Jan 23, 1698/99 - ), 64
Henry (? - May 25, 1792), 66
Huldah (Feb 6, 1768 - ), 67
Ida May (Dec 11, 1872 - 1957), 55, 56, 70, 71
Israel (Apr 15, 1784 - 1873), 59, 68
Israel (Feb 1, 1756 - ), 58, 59, 67, 68
Issac Holmes (Mar 21, 1847 - ), 57, 70
Jacob (Feb 4, 1758 - ), 59, 67
James (Jul 28, 1793 - 1862), 59, 68
Jane (Oct 5, 1660 - ), 61, 63
Jane (Sep 24, 1694 - ), 60, 64
Joel (Sep 10, 1785 - Mar 22, 1875), 57, 58, 59, 68
Joel Koran (Jul 7, 1888 - Jun 17, 1969), 56, 70
Joel Parks (Feb 21, 1838 - Mar 20, 1897), 55, 56, 57, 70
John (1674 - 1768), 61, 63
John, 65
John (Sep 11, 1785 - Dec 1, 1840), 68
John (Oct 6, 1753 - Aug 17, 1758), 67
Jonas (Aug 31, 1760 - 1840), 59, 67
Jonas (1748 - Jul 8, 1820), 66
Joseph (May 24, 1667 - 1757), 61, 63
Joseph, 66
Judith (Sep 16, 1662 - ), 61, 63
Loretta Holmes (Mar 19, 1893 - Feb 12, 1897), 56, 71
Lucius Benjamin (Jul 14, 1885 - Dec 12, 1901), 56, 70
Lucius Morgan (Feb 22, 1814 - Sep 2, 1852), 56, 57, 58, 69
Lucy (Mar 8, 1789 - ), 59, 68
Marshall Mortimer (Feb 12, 1816 - ), 58, 69
Mary (Sep 26, 1658 - ), 61, 63
Mary (Dec 12, 1720 - ), 59, 65
Mary (Jan 19, 1720/21 - ), 65
Mary (Jun 17, 1749 - Aug 17, 1758), 66
Mary Gertrude (Apr 25, 1850 - Oct 21, 1850), 57, 70

Index of Names



kmessamore.com 89

Keyes (continued)
Mary Jessie (Nov 23, 1882 - 1964), 56, 70, 72
Miriam (Jan 23, 1776 - ), 68
Molly (Jul 29, 1770 - ), 66
Moses jr. (Nov 24, 1695 - ), 59, 60, 64, 65
Moses Sr. (Mar 21, 1670/71 - Jan 14, 1745/46), 59, 60, 61, 63
Olive, 66
Patty (1793 - ), 67
Perley (Feb 24, 1774 - ), 68, 69
Perley G. (1798 - ), 69
Phebe (Apr 23, 1734 - ), 60, 65
Philharma (Apr 11, 1769 - Mar 1772), 67
Rachel (Feb 8, 1707/8 - ), 60, 64
Roswell (Aug 19, 1820 - Aug 31, 1820), 58, 69
Royal Proctor (Aug 6, 1821 - ), 58, 69
Ruth (Apr 1669 - 1671), 61, 63
Ruth (Dec 9, 1729 - ), 59, 65
Ruth (Jun 8, 1707 - ), 64
Sally (1770 - 1840), 59, 67
Sally (Mar 8, 1789 - ), 59, 68
Sally, 66
Sally (Jul 16, 1779 - ), 68
Sampson (Nov 21, 1719 - ), 65, 66
Samuel (Feb 17, 1722/23 - 1777), 59, 65
Samuel (Jul 31, 1747 - ), 66
Sarah (Aug 24, 1656 - ), 61, 63
Sarah (Apr 11, 1740 - ), 60, 65
Sarah (1795 - ), 67
Solomon (about 1632 - Mar 28, 1702), 60, 61, 63
Solomon (May 11, 1701 - ), 64
Solomon (Jul 15, 1728 - ), 65
Solomon jr. (Jun 24, 1665 - ), 61, 63
Stephen (? - Feb 1713/14), 61, 63
Stephen (Jul 15, 1717 - ), 65
Stephen (Apr 21, 1772 - ), 67
Stephen Kittridge (Apr 20, 1836 - ), 58, 69
Suaanna (May 28, 1719 - ), 59, 65
Susan Josephine (Feb 3, 1841 - ), 57, 70
Susanna (1801 - ), 67
Tabitha (May 27, 1738 - ), 60, 65
William (Nov 1766 - 1849), 59, 67
William (Oct 1740 - Apr 21, 1813), 66, 67
William (Sep 18, 1777 - ), 68
Zachary, 66
Zebediah (Jan 11, 1709/10 - ), 64, 65
Zechariah (Feb 18, 1712/13 - ), 60, 64
Zechariah (Jan 5, 1722/23 - ), 65

Kittridge
Susan (Dec 5, 1795 - Jul 15, 1849), 58, 69

Lewis
Bob (Private - ), 76

Rush (Private - ), 77
Lincoln

, 68
Lindsay

Jody (Private - ), 75
Littlepage

Jennifer Rebecca (Private - ), 83
Joseph Kent (Private - ), 77
Scott Frazier (Sep 24, 1961 - Sep 28, 1961), 77
Scott Thomas (Private - ), 83
Thomas McGuire (Private - ), 77
Thomas McGuire jr. (Private - ), 77, 83

Lowell
, 67
Abigail (? - Oct 7, 1833), 58, 59, 68

MacLean
Mitchell D (Private - ), 75

McDonald
Debra Lee (Private - ), 76, 82
Kelly (Private - ), 82
Malcolm Eugene (Private - ), 76
Malcolm Robb (Private - ), 76
Thomas Patrick (Private - ), 76

McDonnell
, 69

Messamore
Ila Kay (Private - ), 73, 77
Jon Kent (Private - ), 73, 77
Kevin Wade (Private - ), 77
Lawrence Franklin (Aug 1877 - 1917), 73
Oscar (Oct 15, 1909 - Feb 17, 1995), 73
Tisha Lee (Private - ), 77, 83

Meyers
Mary Patrice (Private - ), 78

Miller
, 68

Nichols
, 67
, 67

Parker
, 68

Parks
Mary (Nov 27, 1790 - Sep 4, 1818), 57, 58, 69

Patch
Charles (Private - ), 77
Johanna Beth (Private - ), 77

Pearson
Forrest (Private - ), 78
Kristi (Private - ), 78
Scott (Private - ), 78
Stephen Christopher (Apr 15, 1965 - Apr 18, 1965), 78
Terri (Private - ), 78
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Perdue
Jan (Private - ), 77

Pipes
Kelli Jane (Private - ), 78
Kerry June (Private - ), 78
Kimberly (Private - ), 78
Paul (Private - ), 78

Porch
(Private - ), 72

Pritchett
Amie (Private - ), 82
Bill (Private - ), 82
Emily (Private - ), 82

Proctor
Abigail (? - 1827), 58, 59, 67

Province
Martha (Mattie) (May 31, 1849 - Feb 12, 1917), 55, 71

Pruitt
Mary Ann (Sep 13, 1825 - Mar 17, 1864), 56, 57, 70

Reed
Bridget, 67

Riggs
, 56

Robins
A., 63

Russell
David (Private - ), 77
Robin (Private - ), 77
Shannon (Private - ), 77
Shelly (Private - ), 77

Russin
Gene (Private - ), 79
Shawn (Private - ), 79, 84

Sarah
, 56, 58

Sargent
Evaline (1822 - ), 55, 56

Satle
, 64

Scarborough
Hannah (Sep 18, 1744 - Feb 26, 1808), 67

Schmoker
Charles (Private - ), 80
Jake (Private - ), 80
Kali (Private - ), 80

Sirkin
Julian (Private - ), 79
Martin (Private - ), 79
Rachael (Private - ), 79

Smith
Brent Dickenson (Private - ), 75

Carole Anne (Private - ), 75
David Branson (Private - ), 82
James Robert (Private - ), 75
James Robert jr. (Private - ), 75, 82
Susan Jane (Private - ), 75, 82

Sneed
Adam (Private - ), 80
Eric (Private - ), 80
Montey (Private - ), 80

Stalnaker
Aubrey Rene (Private - ), 81
Douglas Keyes (Private - ), 81
Howard Blakemore (Private - ), 74
Howard Kent (Private - ), 75, 81
Jane Ansel (Private - ), 75, 81
Michael Kent (Private - ), 81
Steven Dickenson (Private - ), 75, 81

Stratton
Susanna, 59, 60, 65

Taylor
Brynna Avery (Private - ), 84
James Joseph (Private - ), 83
Maeve Meaghan (Private - ), 84
Robert (Private - ), 83

Teague
Narcissis Bethena Jane (Feb 16, 1878 - Oct 1, 1946), 73

Van Vliet
Arthur (Dec 1, 1893 - Oct 27, 1972), 72
Celeste (Private - ), 79
Edward (Private - ), 72
Keith (Private - ), 72, 74
Larry (Private - ), 74, 78
Vicki (Private - ), 74

Wadkins
Sarah, 65

Wain
Eileen (Private - ), 74
John (Sep 27, 1902 - 1935), 74

Warren
Claudia Jane (Private - ), 74, 78
Emily Anderson (Private - ), 78
Judith Ellen (Private - ), 74, 78
Kate Dickenson (Private - ), 78
Kimberly Lee (Private - ), 78
Larry Lewellyn (Private - ), 74, 78
Leisa Diane (Private - ), 78
Lewellyn (Private - ), 73
Molly Ann (Private - ), 78
Steven Keyes (Private - ), 74, 78

Watson
Jane (1572 - ), 61, 62
John (1546 - ), 61, 62
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Weeks
, 66

Whitaker
Ethan O., 69

White
Lucinda, 69

Williams
Barbara (Private - ), 83

Wordsworth
, 68
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